Parents’ Speech Guidelines
 Parents are welcome to share some brief words with their son/daughter as they present them with their tallit before the beginning of the Torah service. Please limit your speech to one page double spaced font size 14.

1. Remember that this is a religious service to celebrate your child’s status as a Jewish adult. Although it may be tempting to praise all of his/her accomplishments (such as sports and music) or share intimate thoughts, this kind of speech would be more appropriate for the party. Also, as you know, young adults are easily embarrassed so please keep this in mind.

2. Instead please focus on:

a. The religious significance of your child becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah - the moment as a rite of passage into Jewish adulthood and the passing down of the Jewish tradition.

b. Characteristics of your child which enabled him/her to reach this day, possibly an example,
c. The Jewish values and ideals which you hope your child has learned and will exhibit in the future. 

3. You may wish to base your comments on a Jewish source or quotation, especially from your son/daughter’s Torah portion.

4. If needed, please contact the  B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator for further guidance.

