Shabbat shalom! Thank you all for coming to spend this special day with my family and me.

           This parasha for this Shabbat is called Shelach-Lecha and it comes from the book of Numbers, or B’midbar. Shelach-Lecha means to send out, and that is exactly happens to the twelve spies who are sent out to scout the land of Canaan in the very first part of this portion. When the spies come back from their forty-day journey they bring back an enormous cluster of grapes, pomegranates, and figs. Ten of the twelve spies frighten the people with a negative report about how the land devours its inhabitants and how the people who live there are giants and how they feel like grasshoppers compared to them. The other two spies, Caleb and Joshua, spoke to the people in a positive way and encouraged the people to have faith in God. Because of the exaggerated reports, the people are afraid to enter the promised land. The Israelites are stuck in their slave mentality and they ask Moses to take them back to Egypt. God grows angry and is going to kill everyone, but Moses argues with God.  God changes his mind and decides to punish the people by making them roam the desert for forty years. In this way, only the people’s offspring will be able to enter the promised land. The two spies who brought the positive report, Caleb and Joshua, are the only ones from the original generation that came out of Egypt allowed to enter the land of Israel.

What lesson do we learn from this story? That telling the truth is important. The sin of the spies is that they mislead the people by exaggerating the truth, and this caused fear in the people, preventing them to do God’s bidding. Honesty and integrity is important in how we deal with ourselves, our families, our friends, and those we deal with in business and our day to day lives. Embellishing the truth can have big consequences, and someone that does this loses credibility. I will apply integrity to my daily life by not thinking evil thoughts, spreading rumors, or gossiping.

  

The second idea explored in this portion comes at the end when God instructs Moses to tell the people to wear tzitzit, or fringes at the four corners of their garments. Today this garment is called a Tallit.  In ancient times, tzitzit were a sign of nobility and priesthood.  By requiring all Israelites to wear tzitzit, God is elevating them in status. Each person is important, and God wants the people to wear tzitzit so they will never forget his commandments. These tallit are our badge of freedom which shows that we Jews will only serve God and will not be slaves to any other human beings’.  

A 20th century Torah scholar named Nahama Leibowitz, says that tzitzit remind the people of Israel ’s obligations to God. She also mentions that Jews have usually worn clothing that helps identify them as Jews.  We wear kippot or yalmukas on our heads, and many Jewish communities throughout the world have specific ways that members of the community dress to be recognized as part of that community.   The tzitzit as a uniform to remind us of God, and the knots on each fringe remind us of the number of Mitzvot in the Torah. The commandment to wear tzitzit reminds me of how important God’s commandments are in the real world.  So every time I put on my tallit or even look at it, I will remind myself how important it is to make good choices.
As many of you know, I recently lost my Grandfather. Grandpa Saul was a doctor who loved helping people and always thought about others. He also understood how unbelievably lucky we were to live in the United States. 3 years ago, I went with him and my family to Cambodia. I saw how poor the people were and how much help they needed. I decided to let people know about this. I talked to my Girl Scout troop and helped my dad with his speeches. Our family now goes back to Cambodia every year to help orphans, and to make a difference in their lives.  Seeing how they live has made me so much more thankful and appreciative of everything I have been blessed with throughout my life. Doing this has also made a difference in our lives.  It has made us a closer family throughout this experience.  Seeing how the Cambodian children live has made me so much more thankful and appreciative of everything I have been blessed with throughout my life. 

Some other things in my life that I really appreciate are: My Family.  I would like to thank my mom for encouraging me, making sure I get all my work done, and always believing in me; my dad for helping me with the speech and always keeping me on track. Thank you to my sisters Mallory and Rachael for driving me around and always being there for me. Noah, thank you for just being my funny, annoying little brother. I want to thank Cantor Beth, Cantor Berger, and Rabbi Mark for helping me study and be ready for today. I want to thank Mr. Gold, Morah Rebecca, and Morah Jessica, for teaching me all the things I needed to know to get here. And of course I want to thank my friends and teachers for just being awesome.

 

Dear God, the road to today was often challenging, but I made it. I would like to thank you for helping me with this transition into becoming a Jewish adult. Also, I would appreciate some help with my finals, but that’s for another time. Thank you for helping me accomplish my goals and helping me to become a Bat Mitzvah.

Shabbat Shalom!
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