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Opening Song (usually Ma Tovu)

Birchot HaShachar is the first section of the service in the morning service ALWAYS!

This includes the following:

Page 146-47 Nisim B’chol Yom (Blessing for Daily Miracles)

All blessings start “baruch atah Adonai” and congregation responsds “amen”

Psalm of the Day (Which on Saturday is Psalm 92)

Page 168 FIRST OPPORTUNITY FOR FAMILIES TO ASSIGN READERS (The reader here does not need to be Jewish)

Psukei D’zimrah is the second section of the morning service. It includes a number of psalms.

Baruch She-amar is the first prayer in this section on Page 181.
Page 190 in Hebrew Ashrei is done in abbreviated version by cantor (silently by congregation)

Bottom of Page 191 in English is SECOND OPPORTUNITY FOR FAMILIES TO ASSIGN READER (The reader here does not need to be Jewish)

Page 194 is Psalm 150-the ultimate psalm of praise to God 

Sung by congregation to varying melodies.

Nishmat Kol Chai and Shochein Ad starting on Page 196, then to Page 218 (skipping an alternate version of Psukei D’zimrah in the Siddur).

These are prayers leading into Shacharit

Chatzi Kaddish on Page 220 punctuates the end of the two introductory sections and the beginning of Shacharit.

The first section of Shacharit is called Sh’ma oo’Virchoteha (Sh’ma and its blessings)

This section begins with Barchu and Yotzeir on Page 224.

Barchu is the official call to worship which begins after lots of “warm-up” prayers which constitute the previous two sections of the service.

Yotzeir is the morning formula of the prayer for creation which always follows Barchu.

(In the evening service it is Ma-ariv Aravim)

Page 228, Eil Adon is a congregational hymn which is a staple of Conservative worship services.  It is ALWAYS sung in a participatory style.

On page 234-37, prayers will alternate between cantorial and congregational singing culminating in Or Chadash, a prayer that asks God to cause a new light upon Zion and asking that we be worthy to see its splendor.

Page 238-241 includes two other congregational melodies, Ahavah Raba and V’ha-eir Eyneinu.  These prayers praise God for unending love for the people Israel, and ask that God enlighten our eyes in Torah and cause our hearts to cleave to God’s Mitzvot or commandments.  These prayers culminate in a section which asks God to gather us in peace from the four corners of the earth, at which time we gather our tzitzit or fringes of the Tallit together.  This entire section culminates with words of Torah from the book of Deuteronomy, Shma and V’ahavta on Pages 242-246. The first paragraph is chanted to the Torah cantillation melodies by the B’nai MItzvah student. The student will go to the Cantor’s lectern on the Bimah with their siddur to lead this prayer, and return to sit with their family in the first row at its conclusion.

In the third paragraph of Sh’ma you may notice some individuals kissing the tzitzit they gathered together before sh’ma.  They do this as the read the word “tzitzit” to themselves in the final paragraph of this prayer.

Page 252, we enter a new section of Shacharit called G’oolah (Redemption)

This begins with Mi Chamocha Which recalls the miracle God performed by saving us from the Egyptians at the See of Reeds. It is sung responsively by the Cantor and congregation. This culminates with Tzur Yisrael (Rock of Israel) which asks God to rise up and come to our aid.  We stand during this prayer on the word “Kumah” which means “get up.”

Page 254-67

This section is known by three different names. Amidah (Standing), T’filah (Prayer) or Shmoneh Esrei (The 18 which is the number of blessings it contains on the week days)

It begins by asking God to favor us based on the merit of our ancestors, and continues praising God for various attributes. On Shabbat, this prayer has only seven sections as the middle petitionary prayers are left out, and an additional prayer for the holiness of Shabbat is added.  The first and last three blessings remain in tact.  

Page 288 Hallell is inserted on Rosh Chodesh (first day of the new month on Jewish calendar) and all festival days.

Page 306 Kaddish Shalem punctuates the end of Shacharit and the beginning of the Seder K’riat HaTorah (Torah Service)

At this point, Parents and B’nai Mitzvah Student will ascend the Bimah for the presentation of the tallit and parents’ charge or speech to student. Rabbi will invite everyone to recite Shehechianu. At the conclusion of this presentation, those designated  as ark openers by the family of the B’nai Mitzvah as well as Jewish grandparents will be invited to the bimah by the Rabbi as the B’nai MItzvah student begins to conduct the Torah Service on Page 312.

After Bey Ana Racheitz on Page 316, the Gabbai (the lay leader in charge of calling the names of those receiving an Aliyah to the Torah) will hand a sefer Torah to the Rabbi and Grandparents, parents and the B’nai Mitzvah student will line up at the front of the bimah as the rabbi passes the Torah through the generations to the student who then recites Sh’ma, and Echad Eloheinu on Page 320, which are each repeated by the congregation.

The student faces the ark and recites “gadlu l’Adonai Iti, oon-romemah sh’mo yachdav”

(Magnify Adonai with me as together we exalt God.) 

At this point, clergy and family will follow the B’nai Mitzvah student through the congregation for the first hakafah or procession with the Torah.

As the student returns to the Bimah, parents and grandparents return to their seats.

The Rabbi will speak for a few moments about the Parashat HaShavuah (Portion of the week) before the Torah readings begin.

Each person having an aliyah to the Torah is called to the bimah by their FULL HEBREW NAME (which is provided on the Bimah Honors form by the family of the student) and asked to wear a tallit.  Before they recite the blessing, they are shown the spot where the reading will begin.

They are asked to touch and then kiss the corner of their tallit to that spot before the scroll is closed and they begin the blessing.  When the reading is completed they repeat that action and recite the blessing after the reading.  They move to the other side of the lectern as the next aliyah is called.

After the fifth aliyah, a Mishebeirach or prayer for healing is recited by the Rabbi.

After the seventh section is read, the individual (possibly the B’nai Mitzvah student) who read that section will recite the Chatzi Kaddish.

Eight sections of Torah are read. The final section is called the maftir, and it is read by the B’nai Mitzvah student. The Rabbi and Cantor will then bless the student with another Mishebeirach of the occasion of their being called to the Torah for the first time.

The Gabbai will then call the Hagbaah (Torah lifter) and G’lilah (Torah roller) to the bimah.  As the Torah is lifted the congregation will rise and point at the scroll with their pinky, while holding one tzitzit high in the air in the same hand.  The Torah is re-dressed and the congregation is seated.

The student will read the Haftarah  (a reading from the second section of the Hebrew Bible which corresponds in theme to the Torah portion)  with the blessings before and after.

Following the Haftarah reading, the family may assign the reading for a version of the Prayer for Peace on Page 331-333.

The student will give a d’var Torah or Torah explanation which they will compose with the help of their family and the B’nai Mitzvah director during the last eight weeks of their studies.

The Rabbi will join the student at the lectern at the conclusion of the d’var Torah to present their certificate and give them a message of congratulations and share some additional wisdom.

The Torah service continues with Ashrei on page 336-338, which is led by the student. The second group of ark openers are invited to the bimah.

The sefer Torah is handed back to the student who will walk through the congregation once more as the Torah service is concluded with Eitz Chayim Hee on page 346.

The service continues on page 354 with the chatzi kaddish before the Musaf Service (an additional service which is named after the additional sacrifice that was made in the Temple on Shabbat)  Musaf begins with the same two opening blessings (Avot and G’vurot) as the Amidah/T’filah/Shmoneh Esrei from Shacharit. The third blessing, Kedusha, has a different text.  The final four blessings are done silently by the congregation.

Kaddish Shaleim is recited by the cantor on page 398.

Ein Keloheinu is led by the B’nai MItzvah student on page 400.

Aleinu/Bayom Hahu is recited facing the ark on page 402.

Rabbi recites the Kaddish Yatom (mourner’s kaddish) with mourners on page 410.

A member of the CTJ Board of Directors will present gifts to the student on behalf of the congregation.  This person may also give information about upcoming synagogue events.

Parents and siblings of the B’nai MItzvah student will come to the bimah as well as colleagues of the student will also join everyone on the bimah for Adon Olam on page 412, followed by Kiddush and Motzi (Blessings over wine and challah) on page 418-19.

Rabbi will give instructions regarding Kiddush lunch and wish everyone Shabbat Shalom.


