
s e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  |  e l u l  5 7 8 0

tikva times

T: @tikvatjacob | FB: @CongTikvatJacob | IG: @ctjmb



TIKVA TIMES  SEPTEMBER 20202

random becomes orderly – the opposite of Newton’s 
second law. In the case of the fetus, instead of moving 
from order toward chaos, it moves from chaos toward 
order. “That is God at work,” wrote the biologist.

And maybe that is the message of the season. We 
are living in chaos (at least it often feels that way) – 
navigating an unprecedented medical crisis, facing 
incredibly destructive natural disasters, wondering 
about our country’s future, worrying about our children’s 
education and wellbeing, and thinking about those who 
are isolated, alone, and afraid. But, maybe the only way 
we can move through all of this and come to a sense of 
“Godliness” is by living life with intention and joining 
together as a community.

Over the past many months, the moments that have 
seemed the most “ordered” and meaningful are the 
ones where we have been a CTJ community: creating a 
rhythm to the week (Shabbat & holidays), where we have 
found ways to assist those in need (the many tzedakah 
opportunities we have completed), and when we have 
learned together and laughed together (the wonderful 
classes and activities we have shared).

I do look forward to sharing the New Year with all of you 
in a very different way. We have been hard at work as to 
what it can look like given our constraints and are excited 
at the possibility. It is my hope that as you come on this 
journey with us, that you find moments you love and that 
bring some order to the chaos. And, for those moments 
you like less, I hope you will remember that we are all 
doing this for the first time and hopefully building a new 
Jewish experience that will be talked about and built 
upon for many, many years to come.

Shanah tovah – here is to a new year of health and 
happiness (boy, do we need it)!

Rabbi Joshua Kalev
Senior Rabbi
Instagram: @rabbikalev
Facebook: fb.me/jkalev

Usually, the September’s TikvaTimes article is the easiest 
to write. Most years I find a text or quote that teaches 
about renewal or introspection, talk about how excited 
we are to be coming together at Martyrs for the holidays, 
and conclude with a wish for the New Year. This would 
have been my 18th High Holy Day newsletter article as a 
rabbi and at this point, it is pretty second nature.

However, this has been a year unlike any other. And, 
therefore, every article I have tried to write, every sermon 
I have been pondering, all seem to fall a bit flat. Either 
my message seems insignificant given the pandemic, my 
words can be construed as divisive given the political 
climate, or the depth of loss the new normal has brought 
is impossible to encapsulate in a short writing.

I hope you will find a bit of inspiration in some of my 
teachings during this season. I look forward to sharing the 
wisdom of our tradition, that after the last 4,000 years has 
seen a few history-changing moments. However, recently 
I found an article by Rabbi Harold Kushner that really 
intrigued me. He was having a debate with a physicist 
about Newton’s second law, the tendency toward 
chaos, and whether it was an argument for or against the 
existence of God. Following an article he wrote about the 
debate, he received a letter from a biologist who claimed 
he should have spoken to a biologist instead of a physicist 
as he would have had a stronger case for God.

The biologist gave Rabbi Kushner a few examples – take 
a jar of marbles. Shake it and the marbles become totally 
mixed up. On the other hand, if you think about the growth 
of a human fetus, it starts with a group of undifferentiated 
cells, and after some weeks, some of those cells become 
eyes, some turn into lungs, fingers, etc. What was totally 

RABBI ’sreflections
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It took me a little while to be ready to be President of CTJ. 
It had been discussed before, but I just wasn’t personally 
ready. I wanted to make sure, with the support of my family, 
that I was going to be able to dedicate the necessary time 
and effort the job required. I was told, by more than one 
person, I would find a way to do it in my own style with my 
own personality. It didn’t matter how others had done it 
prior.

But nobody told me what was truly in store for all of us this 
past year.

I am not going to pretend that things are all peachy. I 
am not going to deny the challenges that we are forced 
to accept. I will not disregard the sadness we have all 
experienced. However, I also don’t have to accept that 
there is no room for some positive. 

THE BRIGHT SIDE

This past year, we have been able to accomplish some 
amazing things at CTJ. In some ways, we have been able 
to share them with more of our community than we would 
have imagined. More friends and family from around 
the world have been able to attend simchas than usual. 
We have been able to support our families in times of 
mourning and need. We have found new ways to spend 
time together albeit virtually. Just as a sample, although 
we couldn’t get together in person, we had a full weekend 
Shabbaton with tons of activities. We didn’t get to sit next 
to one another and laugh hysterically, but we didn’t have 
to pay the two drink minimum and had a comedy night 
hosted by Joel Chasnoff from Israel. And now, we are 
about to embark on our first virtual High Holy Days. We 

know it won’t be the same, but we have gotten to spend 
lots of time being really creative and finding ways to bring 
our community together.

My hope for each of us is that we can find ways to 
personally bring meaning to these High Holy Days, 
particularly now when we probably need it most. It is often 
so easy to focus on the parts of any event that aren’t right 
and could have been done differently if only things were 
normal. Please make the best of the events you want to 
attend. We have so many ways for you to share time with 
your CTJ family. Find the positive. Stay safe and healthy.

Shanah tovah um’tukah.

Kevin Mendelson
CTJ President

president’smessage
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Slowly but surely we are finding our way through the 
pandemic to help the community around us. Though 
many pantries and resources remain closed, we continue 
to find ways to give back. Many of you have helped 
arrange food for frontline workers, and many assisted 
our CTJ members through this challenging time with the 
Chesed Committee. Some found ways to help  neighbors 
through nextdoor.com. Knitzvot knitters continue to 
produce hand-crafted pieces to provide comfort to 
those in need as cooler days approach. Project Needs 
has resumed hot meals to go, so we have gone back to 
monthly meatloaf preparation. 
 
We were able to organize a “socially distanced” blood 
drive with Cedars Sinai Bloodmobile and a parking lot 
“essentials” drive. We were able to completely fill the 
blood drive sign-up schedule and successfully collect 30 
units of blood. Through this collection drive we were able 
to provide cleaning supplies, 2 trash bags full of toiletries, 
several cases of toilet paper, and a case of about 20 lbs of 
peanut butter to Project Needs. We were able to help out 
with several bags of new and gently used professional 
attire for a Jewish Federation Volunteer Collective Project. 
But as the number of homeless continues to surge in 
the LA areas, we decided to make a big push to give to 
the community taking care of this vast and vulnerable 
population.  We were able to deliver over 700 pounds 
(yes about 4 industrial bins full) of clothing, toiletries, 
food, towels, bedding, and other household items to the 
downtown Los Angeles Mission.  
 
As we rapidly approach these Days of Awe, we are sadly 
unable to hold the traditional High Holiday food drive 
or the Jewish Community “Building Shelter for Sukkot” 
project with Habitat for Humanity. However, that will not 
stop us. On (DATE), please consider giving blood with 
Cedars Sinai Bloodmobile (SIGNUP) and sharing your 

generous contributions of non-perishable food, toiletries, 
household needs, baby needs, and clothing so we may 
distribute again through these wonderful and worthy 
organizations on the front lines.  
 
And as you enter this new year, think about what more you 
can do. Please let the office or Hildy Stern (hildy.stern@
gmail.com) know if you are able to help out with CTJ’s 
Chesed Community. Or let the office or Laura Pinsky 
(laurap4rbiz@verizon.net) know if you would like to get 
involved knitting for a cause with Knitzvot. Jewish World 
Watch was unable to Walk to End Genocide this year, but 
still needs you support, ask Gwen.Wexler@ctjmb.orgcom 
how you can help. Find out about the Jewish Federation 
@VolunteerCollective for more information on Projects 
across LA. 
 
And as always to come cook meatloaf, to bring your 
project ideas, or for anything else Social Action, please 
contact Stacy.Young@ctjmb.org.  
 
Wishing all blessings in 5781.

Stacy Young
CTJ Social Action

Social Action at L.A. Mission

president’smessage socialaction
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Rebecca Tullman
Director of Education

Ohren Education Center

What is better than a great ghost story for scaring children 
around a campfire? How about Hebrew School horror 
stories? Most of us have them. One of mine involves maps 
– many, many maps. In fifth grade our teacher gave us new 
maps nearly every week of Israel or of the Middle East. He 
would provide us with one filled out map of whatever the 
area of the week was and several blank ones and we’d 
copy the countries and cities onto blank maps over and 
over as we attempted to memorize them.

Every couple of weeks we’d have a test. On test days 
we’d be handed a blank map and expected to fill it in from 
memory. Because I took all school seriously, the tests 
caused great anxiety for me and I spent hours at home 
filling out blank maps to practice. When I wasn’t stressing 
about tests I was bored by the tedious chore of filling 
out maps. And the worst part? The year of alternating 
between stress and boredom was worthless, as I could 
only remember the geography of the region long enough 
to take the test. Today, I couldn’t fill out a map of the 
Middle East if you paid me. 

A teacher who worked for me a few years back told this 
story from her days growing up at a congregation right 
here in the LA area:

When I was in Hebrew school if you forgot your pencil, you 
had to give the education director one shoe in exchange for 
a pencil. At the end of class, you gave her back the pencil 
and she gave you back your shoe. Except one time she 
brought her dog to work and her dog tore my shoe apart. 
Since I lived walking distance to the synagogue, I had to 
walk home from Hebrew school wearing only one shoe.

AT CTJ’s Ohren Education Center, we are working hard 
to make sure your kids do not repeat these experiences. 
Our teachers try to make the material engaging and to 
vary activities for different learning styles. This year our 
students in grades K-6 will explore how Jewish values 
and thought can help create coping skills and build 
resilience in challenging times. They will do this through 
discussion, art, writing, role play, interviewing family 
and friends, and so much more! Our 7th graders will 
explore Jewish History and what we can learn from our 
foundational stories and from our ancestors. In addition, 
they will study Torah and discover how its teachings can 
inform our choices in positive ways in the present day.

You can help us to make the experience better for your 
kids by NOT sharing your Hebrew School horror stories 
with them. Sharing your tale of woe sets their expectations 
low and as you know we often see what we expect to see. 
Please help us keep expectations high by talking to your 
kids about the fun and engaging things they are doing 
in their classes which you’ll read about in emails home 
each week. When you want to scare them, pick up a copy 
of “Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark” by Alvin Schwartz. In 
return I promise to never take away your child’s shoe – 
even when we’re back in the building!

Kol Tuv,

Rebecca Tullman
Director of Education 

oecnews

Build a Sukkah and Raise Money for Habitat for Humanity
 
Sukkot reminds us of the security of our homes and the 
fragility of shelter. If 20 families build this easy fun holiday 
dwelling Amy and Mark Howorth will make a donation to 
Beach Cities Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Learn how to build your own sukkah here (http://www.ctjmb.
org/resources) or buy a great one at https://www.sukkot.com/



At the Ohren Education Center of CTJ, an 
exciting and engaging year is underway. Our 
students in grades K-6 will be exploring how 
living our Jewish values can help us thrive 
in difficult times, with super cool projects 
like creating comic books, making bubble 
solution, interviewing family and friends, and 
more.

Grade 7 is beginning to explore current 
events and issues through a Jewish lens with 
Mr. Gold and doing creative Torah study with 
Mr. Levy.

In Noar, our teens continue to apply Jewish 
thinking to big questions and ethical issues 
as well as grapple with the complexities of our 
relationship to Israel, and consider safe and 
productive ways to respond to antisemitism.

It’s not too late to join us! Email beccatullman@
ctjmb.org for more information! 
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Do You Know our 
Zoom Service Schedule?
 

Friday Night Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00pm - 6:45pm

Followed by Virtual Oneg
Check out our email for the weekly themes!

 
Saturday Morning Service 

B’nai Mitzvah: 9:30pm - 11:20am 
Regular : 10:00am - 10:45 Service

10:45- 11:30 Text Study with Rabbi Kalev 
 

Zoom Services are the best: no parking and you can 
come in your pajamas!
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The Ohren Education Center of CTJ

AUGUST 
8/30 - First Sunday of OEC 

SEPTEMBER 
9/6 - No OEC - Labor Day 
9/16 - First Wed. of OEC/Noar 
9/18 - Erev Rosh Hashanah 
9/19 & 9/20 - Rosh Hashanah 
9/27 - Erev Yom Kippur 
9/28 - Yom Kippur 

OCTOBER 
10/2 - 10/9 - Sukkot 
10/4 - No OEC - Sukkot 

10/10 - Shemini Atzeret 
10/11 - Simchat Torah 
10/11 - No OEC - Simchat Torah 

NOVEMBER 
11/11 - No OEC - Veterans Day 
11/22 - 11/29 - Thanksgiving Break 

DECEMBER 
12/10 - First Night of Hanukkah 
12/20 - No OEC Winter Break Begins 

JANUARY 
1/17 - No OEC - MLK Weekend  
1/28 -Tu B’shvat 

FEBRUARY 
2/14 - 2/21 - No OEC - Ski Week 
2/26 - Purim 

MARCH 
3/27 - First Seder (Passover) 
3/28 - No OEC - Passover 

APRIL 
4/4 - 4/11 - No OEC - Spring Break 

MAY 
5/30 - No OEC - Memorial Day 

JUNE 
6/6 - Last Day of OEC 

FIRST & LAST DAY 
OF OEC

OEC CLOSED

PLEASE KNOW THAT DATES 
ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, SO 
P L E A S E C H E C K T H E C T J 
WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST 
INFORMATION - www.ctjmb.org
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CTJ Cares
Need help?  Need groceries?  
Email Wendy at office@ctjmb.org
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CTJ Received a Grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Los Angeles !
 
CTJ is thrilled to announce that we have received 
a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Los 
Angeles to help keep our congregants safe from 
Covid-19 when we are able to reopen.
 
As part of its COVID-19 Response Plan, the 
Federation has provided critical support to 50+ 
Jewish organizations across LA through the CARES 
Fund: Careful Agency Reopening and Educational 
Safety Fund, a $1,000,000 program to help 
organizations serving youth manage the costs of 
reopening operations in compliance with COVID-19 
regulatory requirements. CTJ is happy to report that 
we have received some of these funds to help with 
the purchase of masks, gloves, and face shields, 
cleaning equipment, plexiglass barriers, and hand 
sanitizer stations. Although CTJ is not permitted to 
hold indoor services now, per Los Angeles County 
guidelines, we know the costs of re-opening will 
be substantial and we are grateful to have received 
funds to help offset these costs. 
 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles 
works to identify and address the greatest 
challenges and opportunities in Los Angeles, 
Israel and around the world. Since the onset of 
Covid-19, our Federation has been steadfast in its 
commitment to addressing our community’s short- 
and long-term challenges. From providing essential 
resources for those most in need to increasing 
cash assistance funds to keeping our community 
connected, The Jewish Federation is playing an 
essential role in the rebuilding of our beloved 
Jewish LA.

Kvell Corner

Gila Katz is very proud of her 
grandaughter, Catherine 
Shapiro, who was awarded 
the Young Environmentalist 
of the Year Award.
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Thanks to the generosity of our members, 
we have delivered almost 500 meals to 

people who have helped to keep us 
safe during shelter in place & quarantine 

 

We have delivered meals to: 
      Kaiser South Bay           Trader Joe’s 
       MB Post Offices       Cedars ICU MDR 
  Waste Management          MB Police 
   Torrance Memorial  Beach Cities Transit       
      MB Public Works            VONS HB 
                     Shalem Preschool 
 

WITH MORE DELIVERIES TO COME! 

CTJ delivers meals to our frontline
workers during the pandemic.
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Weekdays through Sep 17    9 a.m.
Elul Spiritual Inspiration Moment
Rabbi Kalev and the CTJ leadership will lead a 
short session to start each weekday during the 
month of Elul on the right foot. Hear teachings, 
anecdotes, and reflections from our tradition to 
start your day as we move closer to the New Year. 
Fifteen minutes is all it takes!

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9 a.m.
Yoga on Zoom
Yoga with Zvia Hempling and Susan Goldstein via 
Zoom! Our amazing yoga teachers will help you 
get moving in the morning. Need props? Gather 
some household items like a towel, sofa pillows, 
belt and small empty trash bin or thick books if you 
don’t have a yoga strap or blocks. Students new to 
yoga are welcome and encouraged to join! Set up 
your mat or towel and your phone, tablet, or laptop. 
There will be time to chat and check in with your 
fellow yogis after class. This class is donation-based. 
Pay what you are able, directly to CTJ. For more info, 
contact bonschwartz1@gmail.com.

Fridays  6 p.m.
Virtual Friday Night Service
A fun, fast paced zoom service. Themes announced 
in weekly email. 

Saturdays
Shabbat Morning Services
With B’nai Mitzvah: 9:30 a.m. Service
With no B’nai Mitzvah: 10 a.m. Service
     10:45 a.m. Text Study

Saturday Evenings Check website for times
Havdalah
As Shabbat ends and darkness falls, we gather 
together on Zoom to mark time with a very short, 
10-minute gathering.

Tuesday  September 15  3 p.m.
Knitzvot 
Chat while you take a knitting/crocheting/craft 
break. Any craft welcome (Melissa was building 
a bookshelf when we last met, which was a new 
crafting idea!) Show us the project you’re making 
for yourself or for charity.

Sunday  September 20 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Blood Drive
Start the year off by saving a life. Sign up on email 
and on website.

Friday  October 2 5 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
Rabbi Kalev, Cantor Beth, and Becca Tullman join 
our shortest members and friends for songs and 
storytime. We’ll start a celebration of Sukkot with a 
great story.

Friday  October 2 6 p.m.
Erev Sukkot Shabbat Service

Saturday & Sunday October 3 & 4 9:30 a.m.
Sukkot Services by Zoom

Saturday  October 3 6:30 p.m.
Zoom Sukkah Hop
Easier to hop by Zoom from sukkah to sukkah. Want 
us to “visit” your Sukkah? Email director@ctjmb.org. 
Songs, snacks (bring your own), and we’ll end with 
Havdalah at 7:15 p.m.

Tuesday  October 5  7:30 p.m.
CTJ Book Club
CTJ bookclub reads a book of Jewish interest every 
other month.  We’ll be discussing Apeirogon,  by 
Colum McCann - which is longer than most of 
our books so give yourself extra time. Aperirogon 
is a shape with a countably infinite number of 
sides.  McCann writes the story of two fathers, one 
Palestinian and one Israeli, who have both lost their 

daughters to the violence that surrounds them. 
Over the course of the day, these two men’s lives 
intertwine as they attempt to use their grief as a 
weapon for peace. 

Saturday  October 10 9:30 a.m.
Shemini Atzeret Services

Saturday  October 10 6:00 p.m.
Erev Simchat Torah Service
We finish reading the Torah and start at the beginning 
again. Celebrate with the 3rd grade as they begin 
their “upper grades” study at religious school.

Sunday  October 11 9:30 a.m.
Simchat Torah Morning Services

Wednesdays Beginning October 21  7:00 p.m.
The Texts of Exile: How Hardship & Difficulty 
has Shaped Our Peoples
Reverend Mark Pettis & Rabbi Joshua Kalev
An interfaith discussion on the texts each tradition 
holds up as wisdom - reminding us that we can 
overcome anything and ultimately, we might not 
have it that bad!

CalendarCalendar

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

On behalf of the CTJ Sisterhood 
Board, we would like to wish 
our CTJ family a L’Shana Tova 
U’metukah! May you have a 
good and sweet year! We are still 
getting together with our CTJ 
sisters on Zoom and would love to 
see you at one of our upcoming 
virtual events. Don’t forget that 
we have a Z’havah group for the 
younger women in the community 
too. For more information on CTJ 
Sisterhood, contact Gwen Wexler at 
gwen.wexler@ctjmb.org.
 
Gwen Wexler & Wendy Weber,
CTJ Sisterhood Co-Presidents
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High Holy Days with CTJ

We are so excited to celebrate this High Holy Day season with you. 
 
To ensure internet security, we need you to register by September 14. If you are not registered you will not have access to our services. We would miss you 
terribly if you weren’t with us. Just think: this is the first year that there are no parking and no tickets! It’s so easy!
 
Access High Holy Day Services through ctj.shed.com using the email address you gave us on membership forms. 

Become a member and support the future of CTJ. High Holy Day Access included. http://www.ctjmb.org/membership
• First Time Members: $510 or pay what you can
• Returning Members: Suggested schedule or contribute what you can 
• Guest of Members or Virtual Attendees Who Live over 50 miles away: $180 
• Children of Members - under age 30: Free

High Holy Days for Adults and Teens

Saturday, September 12, 2020  |  9:00 PM
Leil Selichot (Prayers of Forgiveness)
A meditative service to begin the High Holy Day season

Friday, September 18  |  6:30 PM
Erev Rosh Hashanah Services

Saturday, September 19  |  9:00 AM
Rosh Hashanah Shacharit (Morning) Service Day 1

Sunday, September 20
9:00 AM  |  Rosh Hashanah Shacharit (Morning) Service Day 2
2:30 PM  |  Donate Blood, Save a Life - visit https://tinyurl.com/ctjblooddrive
5:00 PM  |  Creative Tashlich (Symbolic Casting off of Sins) by Zoom

September 21 - 26  |  Anytime
Goosechase Scavenger Hunt for the 10 days of Awe

September 22 - 24  |  6:00 - 8:00 PM
Visit CTJ’s Ark for Personal Reflection
Sign up for a 10-minute slot  |  https://tinyurl.com/visitark

Sunday, September 27  |  6:30 PM
Erev Yom Kippur, Kol Nidre Service

Monday, September 28
9:00 AM  |  Yom Kippur Service
3:00 PM  |  Discussion
4:00 PM  |  Minchah (Afternoon Service)
6:00 PM  |  Yizkor (Memorial Service)
6:20 PM  |  Neilah/Havdalah (Closing Service)

High Holy Days for Children and Families
Zoom links will be sent via email from the OEC for all
except the Family Services. Visit the links below to register. 

Saturday, September 19
9:00 - 9:30 AM  K-2 Jewish Scavenger Hunt
   Grades 3-5 Shofar Dance Moves
10:00 - 10:45 AM Musical Prayer Experience & Make a Snack
11:00 - 11:30 AM K-2 Shofar Dance Moves
   Grades 3 - 5 Jewish Year Scavenger Hunt
2:00 - 2:45 PM Birthday of the World Family Service
   for Ages 0-5  |  Open to the Public
   Registration 24 hours in advance required
   https://tinyurl.com/CTJRHFamily
3:00 - 3:30 PM Drive-By Pick-Up for Treats (CTJ’s Back Gate)

Sunday, September 20
5:00 PM  |  Creative Tashlich (Symbolic Casting off of Sins) by Zoom

September 21 - 26  |  Anytime
Goosechase Scavenger Hunt for the 10 days of Awe

Monday, September 28
9:00 AM  TBD
2:00 PM  Yom Kippur Family Service for Ages 0-5
   Registration 24 hours in advance required
   https://tinyurl.com/CTJYKFamily
 
For tech support during the High Holy Days

Call or text   424-347-3026
Email   help@ctjmb.org
In Zoom chat   Help

All services are on Pacific Daylight Saving Time.
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Donations
April - June 2020

7th Grade Giving

in honor of this years’ B’nai Mitzvah 
class
Richard & Lana Rizika

Abrams Scholarship fund

in memory of Ellen Abrams
Leon Gold

in memory of Susan L. Nusbaum, 
grandmother of Noah Pardes and 
Julia Pardes, mother of Melinda 
Pardes.
Rena Rothstein

in memory of Ellen Abrams
Anne Steirman

in memory of Elizabeth Pinsky
Douglas & Madeline Walker

in memory of Ellen Abrams
Gene & Mickey Abrams

Paul Abrams & Deb Lauterbach and 
Family

Adult Education Fund

in thanks for having been fortunate 
through the Corona virus crisis
Robert Tepper

in memory of Barbara Goldsmith 
Gendelman
Robin Roy

in memory of Franklyn Newmark
Andy & Arinna Shelby

in memory of Rose Wagner
Michael & Anita Kline

in memory of Bertha Babbitt
Robin Roy

Alan Reinstein Memorial Fund

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Carole Schlocker

in honor of Joshua Hyman
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker

Liz and Family, 
We are very sorry to hear about your 
Dad. We are thinking of you. 
Love, Carole and Ellis
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker

in memory of Bess Brown
Barbara Millman

in memory of Oscar Levin and Irvin 
Schlocker
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker

Anna Shure Fund

in memory of Leonard Kravetz
Charles & Joy Kravetz

Cantor Beth’s Discretionary Fund

in honor of Rosie Cohen leading 
Shabbat Services on May 23rd
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Lawrence
Caren Stiffel

for keeping us all ‘together’ during 
this very difficult time
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

in honor of Cantor Beth’s creativity 
and passion
Glenn & Susan Goldstein

in thanks for a beautiful shiva service 
for Liz’s father
Vitaly & Elizabeth Glozman

in honor of Yoga – Zvia Hempling

in memory of Bradley Bronstein
Andy Bronstein & Dawn Belabin 
Bronstein

in memory of Janice Koss
Charles & Joy Kravetz

Bornstein Chapel Fund

in memory of Eva Shrogovitz
Harry & Yetta Shragg

in memory of Edward Horowitz
Melvin Horowitz

in memory of Dora Schlossberg
Rosalie Horowitz

in loving memory of Edward 
Horowitz
Rosalie Horowitz

Building Fund

in memory of Adele Lee
Vincent & Sondra Lee

in memory of Alvin Calof
Sheri Calof

Coronvirus 2020

Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo
Aaron Cohen & Dina Mayzlin
Andrea Rawitt
Andrew & Ronda Kopito
Andy & Arinna Shelby
Barbara Levine
Barbara Millman
Barbara Schwartz
Barry & Kristin Silver
Brad Eastman & Sarah Echt
Carol Risher
David & Bonnie Rickles
Diane & Diane Shneer
Douglas & Madeline Walker
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker
Fred & Gail Szkolnik
Garry Frank
Gary & Merri Walles
George Mihlsten & Nola Geffner  
Mihlsten
Jeffrey & Erin Ostrick
Jeri Metzger
Joel & Susan Klevens
John & Rose Osten
Joseph & Nancy Mandelbaum
Judd & Susan Gilefsky
Judy Fishman
Kevin & Rebecca Mendelson
Larry & Lisa Kohorn
Lawrence & Amy Teitelbaum
Lee & Susan Lewis
Les & Deborah Granow
Linda Medvene
Loren & Alexis Slafer
Lori Meepos
Madeline Sharples
Mark & Elissa Teitelman
Mark & Marcia Haskin
Martin & Susanne Shallon
Michael & Avigal Horrow
Michael & Judy Goldman
Mitch Kralis & Rachel Ezra Kralis
Morris & Tracy Chernick
Nyle & Daveda Shapiro
Paul & Iris Knell
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Rachelle Katz
Richard & Victoria Katz
Ronald & Debra Estroff
Stephen & Evelyn Block
Steve & Lisa Becker
Todd & Terry Gilman
Vera Abrams
Vivian Kalev
Zvia Hempling

COVID Financial Hardship

Barbara Schwartz
Carol Rosen
Carol Rosenberg
David & Wendy Aleman
David Lombard
Eugene & Hilary Grayver
Glenn & Susan Goldstein
Kevin & Rebecca Mendelson
Larry & Lisa Kohorn
Tina Fox
Vivian Kalev
Sheryl Furst

Formann Sirota Music Fund

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Gary & Merri Walles

in memory of Howard Shabsis
Gary & Merri Walles

in memory of Noll Walker
Sandy & Ileene Morris

Verne Simon & Linda Lerner Simon

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Verne Simon & Linda Lerner Simon

in memory of Howard Shabsis
Verne Simon & Linda Lerner Simon

in memory of Claire Altschuler
Charles & Joy Kravetz

in memory of Elizabeth Pinsky
Douglas & Madeline Walker
in memory of Harry Levinson.
Florence Levinson

in memory of Joseph Levinson
Florence Levinson

in loving memory of Edith Donefer 
Lerner, Herman Lerner, and Ester 
Lerner – Linda Lerner Simon

General Fund

in honor of Rabbi Carrie

Aaron Cohen & Dina Mayzlin

in honor of Liz Glozman, a good 
person – Albert Horowitz

in memory of William Louchheim
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in honor of the birth of Rabbi Mark 
& Risa Hyman’s grandson Joshua 
Michael Abraham Hyman
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Marjorie Baker, mother 
of Bob Baker
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Larry Kaufman z”l, 
Father of Liz Glozman
Arthur Cohen & Beth Garden

in memory of Harold Segal, father of 
Freddi Segal Gidan
Barbara Schwartz

in memory of Howard Shabsis, 
husband of Wendy Shabsis
Barbara Schwartz

in memory of Sandy  Louchheim, 
father of Terry Gilman
Barbara Schwartz

in honor of Joshua Michael Abraham 
Hyman – Barry & Serene Sulpor

in memory of Susie Nusbaum
Bob & Alice Kohn

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Caren Sheckter

in memory of Marcia Oster, mother of 
David – Carol Risher

In memory of Larry Kaufman
Charles & Elham Raker

in memory of Arlene Calof
Charles & Elham Raker

in memory of Susan Nusbaum
Charlotte Kaber

in memory of Arlene Calof from 
Damien, Debbie, Asher, Harry and 
Elliot Goldberg
Damien & Debra Goldberg

on the occasion of the birth of Joshua 
Hyman – David & Bonnie Schwartz

in honor of Yoga for April and May
David & Bonnie Schwartz

David & Elizabeth Liebman

Mi Sheberach for grandsom 
Benyamin Moiseh ben Rena
David & Wendy Aleman
David Kalani

for cheesecake for Debra and Bob 
Bronow on the occasion of Shavuout
Diane Levitt

in gratitude to CTJ staff
Elisheva Thompson

Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker
Elyse Gura

in honor of G d’s blessings of health
Elyse Gura

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Erin Rothner

on the occasion of Giving Tuesday
Eugene & Hilary Grayver

for keeping us all ‘together’ during 
this very difficult time
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

in loving memory of Howard Shabsis
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

on the occasion of buying back the 
Chametz
Greg Davidson & Tamah Kushner

in honor of Baby Joshua
Greg Davidson & Tamah Kushner
in memory of Susie Nusbaum
Harold & Marcia Fein

Harold & Marcia Fein & family
with my thanks – Jann Segal

Jay & Louisa Shapiro

on the occasion of Giving Tuesday
Jay & Traci Wesley

Jeffrey & Erin Ostrick

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Jennifer Eslami

in memory of Jill’s son, Keith
Jill Moilanen

in honor of Rabbi’s amazing 



TIKVA TIMES  SEPTEMBER 202014

programming – Joan Grossman

in memory of Marjorie Baker
Joel & Shelley Baker

in memory of Sandy Louchheim
John & Stacy Young

in memory of Marcia Oster, David’s 
mom – Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Sandy Louchheim, 
Terry Gilman’s father
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in honor of Susanne Shallon’s GOOD 
HEALTH! – Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Arlene Calof, mother of 
Ken & Sheri – Jonathan & Melissa

in memory of Sylvia Krone
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in honor of Traci Wesley’s Good 
Health! – Jonathan & Melissa Stein

on the occasion of Tamah Kushner as 
showrunner extraordinaire!
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Marjorie Baker, Bob 
Baker’s mom – Jonathan & Melissa

in memory of Scott McGregor, Tim’s 
dad – Jonathan & Melissa Stein

on the occasion of the Rabbis Kalev 
AMAZING Sarah Hurwitz class!!
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in honor of Rabbi Carrie’s shabbat 
blessing of the children
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Howard Shabsis   
Wendy’s husband
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Larry Kaufman   Liz 
Glozman’s dad
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in honor of Cantor Beth’s small screen 
(ZOOM) singing presence
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Sandy Louchheim
Jonathan & Wendy Resin

in memory of Marjorie Baker
Jonathan & Wendy Resin

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Jonathan & Wendy Resin

Jordan Brafman & Daniella Bove 
LaMonica

in honor of Justin and Erin’s new son 
Joseph Wolf Brownstone
Justin & Erin Brownstone

on the occasion of Giving Tuesday
Ken & Lisa Baronsky

in memory of Arlene Calof z’l from 
Lisa and Larry Kohorn

in memory of Larry Kaufman, Lazar 
ben Yehudah z’l,father of liz Glozman
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

in memory of Howard Shabsis, 
husband of Wendy
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

in honor of Rabbi Kalev
Leigh & Renee Sorgen
in memory of Scott McGregor
Leigh & Renee Sorgen

in memory of Arlene Calof
Leigh & Renee Sorgen

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Leigh & Renee Sorgen

in honor of Susan Goldstein’s Yoga 
class – Linda Chalmers

in thanks to CTJ for bring the comedy 
of Joel Chasnoff to CTJ
Mark & Elissa Teitelman

in honor of doing as the Rabbi said so 
eleoquently, “we need to connect with 
people all over.”
Mark & Marcia Haskin

in memory of Arlene Calof
Mark & Michele Oplatka

in memory of Lawrence Kaufman.
Michael & Asya Campbell

in memory of Susie Nusbaum
Michael & Eileen Ramirez

Michael & Jackie Cohen

in honor of the CTJ Yoga class & 
instructors especially for the zoom 
yoga during safer at home. Namaste!
Michael & Tracy Mintz

in honor of Pesach 2020
Morris & Tracy Chernick

in honor of Yoga – Nancy King

Nyle & Daveda Shapiro
in honor of Marlee’s Bat Mitzvah
Paul & Iris Knell

in memory of Bob Baker’s mother
Paul & Iris Knell

in memory of Freddi’s father
Paul & Iris Knell

in memory of Marcia Oster. Paul and 
Kathy send condolences and love 
from “big brother” and Kathy.
Paul & Kathy Cohen

in honor of Giving Tuesday
Rabbi Gila Katz

on the occasion of being blown away 
by  how amazing the CTJ rabbi is   
you are a very lucky community!
Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev

on the occasion of Giving Tuesday in 
thanks for doing what CTJ is doing 
for our community.
Richard & Julie Schweitzer

in memory of Liz Glozman’s father, 
Larry Kaufman

Ron & Linda Maroko

in honor of Ruth’s wonderful yoga 
teachers and fellow students. Ruth 
writes, “It helps me to keep doing 
yoga twice a week during this 
pandemic. Zvia and Susan are terrific 
teachers, and I miss our in person 
classes at in the CTJ sanctuary, but 
they’ve risen to the occasion. The 
practice and the peace it brings is 
very helpful. My thanks to them both, 
to Bonnie for keeping us informed, 
and to the synagogue for providing a 
home for such lovely teachers.”
Ruth Stroud

in honor of the wonderful Yoga 
teachers and fellow students
Ruth Stroud

on the occasion of Giving Tuesday
Seth Curkin & Poupa Marashi

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Seymour & Barbara Canter
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in memory of Arlene Calof, a dear, 
long time St. Paul Central classmate 
and special friend
Sharron Steinfeldt

in memory of Sandy Louchheim
Stuart & Laurie Rice

on the occasion of Yizkor
Stuart & Marilyn Goldberg

in memory of Arlene Calof
Todd & Lisbeth Levin

Tricia Greenlee

in memory of Bob Baker’s mom, 
Marjorie Baker
Vitaly & Elizabeth Glozman

in memory of Liz’ Dad
Vivian Kalev

in memory of Marcia Oster
Zvia Hempling

in memory of Marjorie Baker
Zvia Hempling

in memory of Liz Glozman’s father, 
Larry Kaufman
Zvia Hempling

in memory of Terry Gilman’ s father
Zvia Hempling

in memory of Susan Johnson’s 
husband
Zvia Hempling

in loving memory of Al’s wife 
Marilyn, mother Esther, father Harry
Albert Horowitz

in memory of Ilene Grofman
Arthur Oster

in memory of Harry Oster
Arthur Oster

in loving memory of Elyse’s mother, 
Edna Polokoff and her husband Ian 
Fraigun. Also in appreciation for all 
that CTJ has given Elyse over time
Ian Fraigun & Elyse Polokoff Fraigun

in memory of: Max Friedman, 
Gertrude Friedman, Edith Rasch, 
Joseph Rasch, Michael Bunim
Irwin & Naomi Friedman

in honor of our Bar Mitzvah boy Jack 

Segil, our wonderful friend Jefferson 
Graham, and our late beloved Michael 
Segall
James & Donne Segil

in memory of Harry Cohen
Jerry & Cynthia Cohen

in memory of Dale Moilanen, husband 
to Jill – Jill Moilanen

in memory of Dante Jamerson, best 
friend of Yehon Bowles who passed 
4/14/10 – Jonathan Bowles

in memory of Robert Weisenberg
Judd & Susan Gilefsky

in memory of Sylvia Krone
Julie Mooney

in memory of Dolly Takeuchi
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

In loving memory of Helen Nasatir
Leonard & Gloria Nasatir

in memory of Rose & Hy Katz
Lois Torman

in memory of Leo Gordon
Mark & Elissa Teitelman

in loving memory of Phyllis Blenner
Mark & Elissa Teitelman

in memory of Richard Reiner
Mark & Michele Oplatka

in memory of Marcia Oster
Paul Cohen

in memory of Max Obrand
Richard & Xiomara Obrand

in memory of Lena Obrand
Richard & Xiomara Obrand

in memory of Martin Obrand
Richard & Xiomara Obrand

in memory of Beatrice Wolf
Ron & Linda Maroko

in memory of Marion Ryzek
Vivian Kalev

Memorial Plaques

in memory of Marty Garber
Judith Garber

In memory of Mark Johnson 
Susan Oudiz Johnson

Michael Rotstein Scholarship Fund

in memory of Elizabeth Pinsky
Douglas & Madeline Walker

Oneg Shabbat Fund

in memory of Morty Goldberg   Carin 
Maher’s dad
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

Rabbi Hyman Discretionary Fund

Richard Weiner & Judith Forman
on the occasion of the birth of Joshua 
Hyman
Anthony Schaffer & Natalie Brill

in honor of Rabbi Mark
Arthur Oster

in honor of the birth of Rabbi Mark 
and Risa’s grandson
Barbara Schwartz

in honor of Joshua, the new 
grandbaby!
Douglas & Madeline Walker

on the occasion of the birth of 
grandson Joshua Michael Abraham 
Hyman
Edward Wolfman & Susan Goodlerner

in honor of Hyman family’s new 
grandson, Joshua
Irvin Godofsky

Matthew & Stella August

in honor of Joshua Hyman, Mazel Tov 
Morgan & Jonathan, Rabbi & Risa
Mitzi Goodis

in loving memory of Marjorie Ellen 
Baker – Richard Stock 

in memory of Marge Baker
Robert & Jill Baker

in thanks to Rabbis Mark Hyman and 
Joshua Kalev. Susan adds: “ I don’t 
know how to thank you all for helping 
me through all of this. Thanks much!
Susan Oudiz Johnson

in honor of Joshua Hyman
Vera Abrams
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in honor of the birth of Rabbi Mark 
and Risa’s grandson
Zvia Hempling

in loving memory of Lindsay Rickles
David & Bonnie Rickles

in memory of Joseph Metchnick
Irvin Godofsky

in memory of Bob Stone
Jeremy & Hildy Stern

in memory of Robert Windsor
Laurence & Max Windsor

in memory of Harry Simmons
Stephen & Beverly Morse

Rabbi Kalev’s Discretionary Fund

Richard Weiner & Judith Forman

in celebration of the birth of Joseph 
Wolf Brownstone
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in thanks for the honor of reading 
a prayer at the George Floyd Shiva 
Minyan
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in honor of Tamah Kushner
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Marjorie Baker
Andrew & Ronda Kopito

Angel Mapp

in honor of Rabbi Kalev
Arthur Oster

Charles & Elham Raker

for keeping us all ‘together’ during 
this very difficult time
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

for Rabbi Kalev’s awesomeness, 
in memory of Dorianne Feign, in 
memory of Liz Glozman’s father, 
Larry Kaufman
Glenn & Susan Goldstein

in memory of Celia Zuckerman
Ira & Bobbie Lesser

in memory of Sol Mandelbaum
Joseph & Nancy Mandelbaum

in memory of Arlene Calof, mother of 
Ken Calof
Joseph & Natasha Gold

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Joseph & Natasha Gold

in memory of Arlene Calof
Kenneth & Olga Calof

on the occasion of selling of chametz
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

in honor of the birth of Patrice 
and Leo’s grandson, Joseph Wolf 
Brownstone aka “Wolfie”
Leonard & Patrice Elinson

for selling Chametz
Loren & Alexis Slafer

in honor of Rabbi Kalev for all the 
wonderful work he does for the 
community
Maddy Silverman

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Mark & Irina Dean

in loving memory of Charlotte 
Hofstadter
Mark Hofstadter & Gina Rossi

in honor of Amelia’s Bat Mitzvah
Richard & Lana Rizika

in memory of Marge Baker
Robert & Jill Baker

in honor of the graduating class of 
2020 – Steven & Fran Ellen Goore

in memory of Larry Kaufman
Stuart Paul & Fran Chodosh

in thanks to Rabbis Mark Hyman and 
Joshua Kalev. Susan adds: “ I don’t 
know how to thank you all for helping 
me through all of this. Thanks much!
Susan Oudiz Johnson

in thanks to Rabbi Kalev for the 
beautiful service for Liz Glozman’s 
father. Liz writes:” I love my Rabbi 
xoxoxoxox.
Vitaly & Elizabeth Glozman

in memory of Larry Kaufman, Liz 

Glozman’s father
Vladimir & Bella Glozman

in memory of Sam Kirschenbaum 
whose yahrzeit is May 11, 2020
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Israel Polidi
Ari & Nancy Polidi

in memory of Edward Warner
Barry & Sandy Warner

in memory of Sol Lesser
Ira & Bobbie Lesser

in memory of Bob Stone
Jeremy & Hildy Stern

in memory of robert Weisenberg
Judd & Susan Gilefsky

in memory of Robert Windsor
Laurence & Max Windsor

in memory of Irving Weiss, father 
of Lois Weiss Rawitt, grandfather of 
Andrea & Stuart Rawitt
Lois Rawitt

in memory of Fred Oplatka
Mark & Michele Oplatka

in memory of Harry Simmons
Stephen & Beverly Morse

Religious School Scholarship Fund

in memory of Dolly Takeuchi, Lisa 
Kohorn’s mother
Frank Belz & Judy Kerner

Ritual/Prayer Book Fund

in memory of Alex and Julian Katz
Rabbi Gila Katz

Yahrzeit Fund

in memory of Ike Weiss and Milton 
Rawitt
Andrea Rawitt

in memory of Arnold Schwartz
David & Bonnie Schwartz

in loving memory of Pauline Szkolnik
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

in memory of Jacob Felix
Rodney & Lilian Alves



BARAK BBYO!
About Info:

      Our chapter is called Barak which is Hebrew for lightning, so our 
mascot is Lightning McQueen.

What is BBYO?

       BBYO is a teen-led Jewish youth group for 8th-12th graders with 
lots of leadership opportunities.

       BBYO is separated into chapters, regions, and international.

       Barak is a chapter in the Pacific Western Region.

What do we do?

       At chapter events, we hang out, play games, and have
brotherhood/sisterhood bonding

       Chapter hosted regional events and regional weekends are a 
great way to meet people from other chapters

How often do you meet? Where do you meet?

       Normally, we meet at CTJ on Wednesdays from 6-6:45 with 
dinner afterward. Now, we meet bi-weekly on Zoom on Thursdays 
from 7:00-8:00pm.

Barak upcoming  events:

       Bigs and Littles two-part series (members only)
       September 26 from 7-8pm: Compete against other big/little
       families in a custom jeopardy game

       Jackbox Games (prospects and members)
       October 3 from 7-8pm

Resources:

       BBYO website bbyo.org 
       SIGN UP FOR BBYO HERE bbyo.org/become-a-member 
       BBYO parent website bbyo.org/parents 
       Follow @barak.bbyo (chapter), @pwrbbyo (region), and 
       @bbyoinsider (international) on Instagram

Any more questions? Don’t hesitate to call!
       Jordan (President)  jordanpoltorak@gmail.com
       Jillian (Regional Staff) jspiegel@bbyo.org
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in memory of Gordon Millman
Barbara Millman

in memory of Morris Rosen
Carol Rosen

in memory of Sidney Rosen
Carol Rosen

in memory of Daniel Platus’ sister 
Lucille.
Daniel & Judith Platus

in memory of Lucille Schwartz
David Platus

in memory of Pauline Kaufman
Dyan Kaufman

in loving memory of Sally Bailiss
Harriet Bailiss Sustarsic

in memory of Sol Mandelbaum
Henry Mandelbaum

in memory of Anna Latiner
Jerome & Marlene Lipin

in memory of Ann Berger
Loren & Alexis Slafer

in memory of Bennett Young
Lori Meepos

in loving memory of Sidney Rosen
Mark & Elissa Teitelman

in memory of Morris Rosen
Mark & Elissa Teitelman

in memory of Martin Berk
Michael DeDonato & Carol Berk

in memory of Anne Weinberg
Roberta Smith

in memory of Joyce Friedman
Roberta Smith

in memory of Jack Weinberg
Roberta Smith

in loving memory of Matthew from 
the Isakowitz family
Steve & Monica Isakowitz

in memory of Robert Schuelein
Steve Schuelein



Matching CTJ homeowners  
and buyers for over 25 years.

(310) 991.2994
sb.beachhomes@gmail.com

“The Matchmakers” Matching Sellers and Buyers Worldwide

Serene & Barry Sulpor
Your Real Estate Maven:

Mike Dunitz, CM
(Certified Mensch)

“Putting clients first since 5741”

310-600-5410
NW Real Estate Brokers
www.beach-broker.com

“Lox and fixers wanted”

DRE# 00771510
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The Duo is Back!
Reverend Mark Pettis
& Rabbi Joshua Kalev

The Texts of Exile:
How Hardship & Difficulty
Has Shaped Our Peoples

 
An interfaith discussion on the texts each 
tradition holds up as wisdom that reminds 
us that we can overcome anything and 
ultimately, we might not have it that bad!
 
Starting October 21st (and continuing for 4 
consecutive Wednesdays)



Congregation Tikvat Jacob Beth Torah
1829 N. Sepulveda Blvd.
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310)546-3667
ctjmb.org
office@ctjmb.org

High Holy Days 
begin

Friday evening, 
September 18

View Page 11 for details.

High Holy Days by Zoom 
through CTJ.Sched.com

Free Lessons Before
Rosh Hashanah

Email Office@ctjmb.org


