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Rabbi’s Reflections

Rabbi Joshua Kalev
Senior Rabbi
Instagram: @rabbikalev
Facebook: fb.me/jkalev

These are dark days. I am referring to the fact that 
it gets dark so early. I absolutely hate it. I love 
the middle of summer when it remains light until 

almost nine o’clock at night. And yet, there is something 
about this time of year that screams Hanukkah. There 
was brilliance in the Rabbis idea to create a holiday that 
is all about light. After all, Hanukkah was most likely just 
a delayed celebration of Sukkot in a year where Sukkot 
couldn’t be celebrated because of a war. But, the rabbis 
had other ideas. They created the famous story about 
the oil because they knew that this time of year was the 
darkest and that a lit menorah could bring both physical 
and spiritual light.

These are also dark days in terms of antisemitism. For 
those of us who are constantly following the news, it is 
shocking as to how often there is a story about blatant 
antisemitism happening in our nation. Besides the Kanyes, 
Kyries & Daves, a day rarely goes by without a hoffic 
comment at a school, a city being littered with racist flyers, 
or a physical altercation on a street corner. Did you know 
that last year there were 51 antisemitic assaults (physical 
altercations) in New York alone? This year, once the data is 
compiled, it will be more than that! The ADL says that the 
question they have received the most over the past few 
months is, “Where in the world should we move to to be 
safe?” And, recently, I was talking with a congregant who 
said that unfortunately, for the first time in their life, they 
understand why Israel is so important as a safe haven for 
the Jewish people.

There is no question that I am greatly concerned about 
the darkness our people are facing. However, I also know 
an antidote. Besides a strong State of Israel, a united 
CTJ community can help dispel the darkness associated 

with antisemitism. By knowing that together (we are a 
community of over 1000 people strong), we can definitely 
be a loud voice against hate. And, by partnering with 
communities like MBCC, Martyrs and others, our numbers 
are even greater! 

I am so proud of three upcoming events that can help us 
through these dark days. First, our sixth annual Hanukkah 
celebration at The Point on Sunday, December 11th from 
1 PM – 3 PM is truly a highlight of the year. We usually 
serve over 500 latkes & doughnuts, hear music from our 
kids, we will have a magician and a balloon man, enjoy 
arts and crafts, and so much more. Then, that evening, we 
are honored to host at CTJ a special screening and panel 
discussion of the short film “Unsafe Spaces.” The producer 
of the film as well as social media influencers will be with 
us to talk about the difficulties they have faced as Jews 
and how they have battled antisemitism. This is a must-
see for all of us, but especially if you have a teen or young 
adult. We have invited our friends from Temple Shalom to 
join us.

Finally, I am excited to tell you that on Monday, December 
12th, we are hosting an event in conjunction with MB 
United, MBCC, American Martyrs, and Trinity Lutheran. 
Paul Small and Josh Freeman, authors of the coffee table 
book, A Festival of Light, will lead the discussion as to 
how Hanukkah’s “eight core human values” apply to all of 
us during this season. A book signing and refreshments 
follow the talk.

Together, I have no doubt we will bring a lot of light to 
this season despite the early sunset times and despite the 
antisemitism. There is brilliance in that our tradition follows 
Hillel and adds a light each night to the menorah instead 
of decreasing the light like the school of Shammai teaches. 
I hope you will join me at one of our many upcoming 
events in making this season bright for us all. We can 
be the light. Wishing you and your loved ones a great 
Hanukkah and a joyous end to 2022.

Rabbi Kalev
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B’nai Mitzvah Students
November - december 2022 
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Miriam goes to the post office to buy stamps for her holiday 
cards. She asks the cashier, “May I please have 50 Hanukkah 
stamps?” The cashier asks, “What denomination?” To which 

Miriam replies, “Oh vey, has it come to this? OK, give me 6 Orthodox, 
12 Conservative, and 32 Reform.”

Yes, it’s that time of year again, and I’m not referring to Black Friday or 
Cyber Monday. It’s time to dust off the menorah and do some holiday 
shopping. Beginning at sundown the 25th day of Kislev (Sunday, 
December 18th in Manhattan Beach), Hanukkah will be showing up 
in houses all across the world. For eight magicval nights we celebrate 
the festival of lights, Hanukkah. What better time than now to remind 
ourselves of the true miracle of Hanukkah and why we celebrate?

Speaking of stamps, what did the stamp say to the Hanukkah card? 
“Stick with me, and you’ll go places.”

Hanukkah is a holiday that celebrates the triumph of light over 
darkness. It commemorates the miracle of the menorah, which burned 
for eight days on a single day’s worth of oil. This is a time for hope and 
renewal as we reflect on the past year and set intentions for the year 
to come. 

Each night, as we light the next candle in the menorah, we recite two 
blessings. The first one is a blessing of the candles themselves. The 
second is a blessing of gratitude for the miracle of deliverance and 
our faith’s unwavering strength of perseverance through challenging 
times.

On the first night of Hanukkah, we light the Shamash (“helper” in 
Hebrew) and the first candle. We will also add a third blessing, the 
Shehecheyanu. This prayer is meant to mark all joyful times in Jewish 
life, including the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem. 

The first night of Hanukkah is also a time for family and friends to get 
together. It is a time to celebrate our traditions and remember what 
is important in our lives. Get ready for delicious latkes, spinning the 
dreidel, and making precious memories with the ones you love. 

Hanukkah is also the perfect time to share our honored traditions with 
the younger generations in our families as we give thought to what 
those traditions meant to our younger selves. It’s also a time to reflect 
on the story of Hanukkah, beginning with the Syrian-Greek king 

President’s Message

Todd Levin
CTJ President

Antiochus IV, who ruled over our Jewish ancestors in the Land of Israel. 
In that time, Jewish people practiced their faith at the ancient Temple 
in the city of Jerusalem. The Temple marked the center of Jewish life 
and was considered the holiest of all holy places. In those days, our 
ancestors celebrated Shabbat and honored the Passover, Sukkot, and 
Shavuot, just like we do today!

Antiochus was a cruel ruler. He did not want to rule over a nation that 
was divided into many religions and cultures. So he decided to ban 
the practice of Judaism, ordering the Jews to worship Greek gods as 
he did. He demanded that all Jewish people operate according to 
Greek customs and would not allow them to dress differently, worship 
differently, or even eat differently. 

Under Antiochus’s rule, many Jewish customs were forbidden, 
including the celebration of Shabbat. He outlawed the reading or 
studying of the Torah. And worst of all, he prevented our Jewish 
ancestors from worshiping the sacred Temple. Instead, he converted 
the Temple into an unholy symbol by setting up unfamiliar idols and 
dedications to Greek gods throughout it.

Our Jewish ancestors were afraid for their lives but unwilling to 
give up their faith. The Maccabees were a small group of Jewish 
individuals who decided to reclaim the Temple and protect the Jewish 
faith against the reign of Antiochus. They bravely stood up for what is 
right and rebelled against Antiochus and his army. The Syrian-Greek 
army was much larger, but they lacked the mighty spirit and relentless 
determination of the Maccabees.

After the Maccabees had won the battle, they returned to the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem to find it had been desecrated. They cleansed the 
Temple and lit the menorah, but there was only enough oil for one 
day. Miraculously, the menorah burned for eight days.

It’s important that we reflect on the history of our faith and find 
strength in it during these crazy times. With the recent uptick in 
hatred and anger towards Jews and minority groups, it is essential 
that we come together as a community and stand up for each other. 
We must show the world that we are strong and united. Our Jewish 
faith is something to be proud of, never forget that!

Hanukkah is a holiday that acknowledges miracles and reminds us 
of just how resilient the Jewish faith can be. It is a time for family, 
friends, and the community to come together and celebrate the light 
of freedom and liberty.

I hope you have a warm and happy Hanukkah spent celebrating with 
the ones you love most.

Remember to keep calm and dreidel on!

B’Shalom,

Todd Levin
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Social Action at CTJ

• Tuesday, December 20th, 2-7 pm
 Plan to help prepare, pack, and distribute a Holiday Dinner hot 
meal as well as other donations and holiday cheer at Project Needs in 
Redondo Beach. There will be volunteer slots for all ages. 
Contact stacy.young@ctjmb.org

• Tuesday, December 20, 8 pm
Second Nurture supporting foster families needs you! Attend our 
Zoom information session and learn how you can make a difference in 
a child’s life.
Contact Liz Glozman lizglozman@gmail.com  
RSVP here: https://tinyurl.com/2ndnurtureinfo  

• January 22, 8 am - 2 pm
Cedars Sinai Bloodmobile - save a life! Donate blood!
Sign up: https://tinyurl.com/ctjblooddrivejan

• March 19, 9 am - 2 pm
Michael Mitzvah Day with Temple Menorah is coming around again - 
save the date to help out! 
Contact grodkin@socal.rr.com

• Every third Tuesday, 2:30 pm
CTJ’s meal preparation at Project Needs is planned monthly every 
third Tuesday starting at 2:30 pm. Consider having your group or club 
“Adopt a Tuesday!” 
Contact stacy.young@ctjmb.org

• Many Tikkun Olam opportunities with Jewish World Watch for all 
ages -  activism through a Jewish lens. 
Contact gwen.wexler@ctjmb.org
 
• Support Chemocessories by donating jewelry, scarves, funds 
and helping out with their mission to get beautiful sets to chemo 
patients! 
Contact Iris Knell chemocessories@gmail.com
 
• Where there’s a need, there’s a knitter! Delivering warm caps to 
Vets in December and more.
Contact Laura Pinsky laurap4rbiz@verizon.net
 
• Get involved with South Bay Faith Coalition Against Human 
Trafficking in partnership with a number of area faith organizations 
and fiatla.org. 
Contact Susan Patterson ucanfightht@outlook.com.
 
• Stay up to date on upcoming projects with Habitat for Humanity 
and information on volunteering with Re-Store. 
Contact Tricia Stoddard trickyjo@gmail.com

Spend the morning with the founder of 
Noah’s Bagels! 

Sunday, January 22, 10-11am on Zoom
Hear Noah Alper’s talk “Doing Good is 

Good for Business.” 
Learn what helped him succeed!

private performance 
Sunday, January 22, 1-2:15pm

The Holocaust didn’t end at liberation. 
The descendants of survivors finally tell their own stories, as the 

legacy of the past imprints pain, hope, and healing.

Remembrance of Things Present

Show some love to your community with these 
events in and around the CTJ sphere!



ohren education center (OEC) at CTJ
Director of education: stella August
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We are so happy to have all your children back 
together at CTJ OEC this year!

I want to share with you some of the many lessons 
our fabulous staff have created for the classes. We 
have learned about the many holidays that the 
Jewish calendar brings to us each Fall. We learned 
about Tashlich when we symbolically throw our sins 
into a body of water and how “sorry” is the hardest 
word. We were so very lucky to be treated to a 
concert by Nefesh Mountain and had fun with our 
crazy hair/hat day. In addition, all classes completed 
activities with the themes of Shabbat and Tzedakah 
(charity).

The younger grades continue to learn the Hebrew 
language (ask them how to say Sit, Stand, Walk, and 
Run) through movement, song and dance. The older 
students continue to enjoy their chugim (electives), 
discovering Judaism through Art, Lego, Leadership, 
and Newspaper options.

We are looking forward to our all-school Hanukkah 
lesson and party occuring on Sunday, December 
18th, our last Sunday together before the secular 
new year.  

Stella August

Weekly OEC Schedule
SUNDAY Grades K-7  9:00am - 12:00 pm

WEDNESDAY HEBREW Grades 3-6

 ONLINE SHIFTS 
 3:30 - 5:10      or      4:10 - 5:50 pm
 (includes small group Hebrew)

 IN-PERSON SHIFTS 
 3:30 - 5:30      or      4:15 - 6:15 pm
  (includes small group Hebrew)

WEDNESDAY PRAYER CLASS 7th grade
7:00 - 8:00 pm for prayer class 
(B’nai Mitzvah prep) with Cantor

WEDNESDAY NOAR Grades 8-12  7:00 - 9:00 pm



2022-2023 Calendar
Ohren Education center
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looking back at our 

concert and bbq!  SUnday, NOvember 6

Photography by Mark Oplatka

Visit 
nefeshmountain.com 

to hear more from 
this amazing Jewish 

bluegrass band!

nefesh mountain 
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Hello everyone! My name is Leanna and you may have seen me 
around lately! I started at CTJ in September as the new graphic 
designer/communications/admin person! I graduated from UC 
Davis in 2021 with BAs in Design and Psychology, and I have 
always been involved in the Jewish community. I joined the Jew-

ish sorority SAEPi in college and have worked at Camp Akiba for 7 
summers! CTJ is a wonderful place for me to further my love for the      

 Jewish community while helping out everywhere I can. Since joining the 
CTJ family I have taken on such roles as TikvaTimes designer, High Holy Day ticket expert, 
ShulCloud troubleshooter, even substitute religious school teacher! The CTJ community has 
been overwhelmingly welcoming and sweet. Catch me in the OEC office!

Kislev - Tevet 5783 8tikva times

Meet the Authors for a Meaningful 
Discussion of Their Beautiful Book

a festival of light
Monday, December 12, 7pm at CTJ

Co-sponsored by the local interfaith 
community. This discussion will focus 

on “Peace,” a universal concept 
shared by all faiths.

RSVP: tinyurl.com/afestivaloflight

film screening and panelfilm screening and panel
Sunday, December 11, 5-6pm at CTJ

CTJ is screening the short film 
“Unsafe Spaces” followed by 
discussion panel with some of 

those involved in the film. 
We especially encourage teens 

and their parents to watch.

Find out more:
jewishunpacked.com/unsafe-spaces/

Hanukkah Hanukkah 
BeginsBegins

Sunday, December 18Sunday, December 18

Last night on Sunday, 
December 25th

Family shabbat 
service and potluck
First Friday of every month at CTJ
Service 6:30pm, Potluck 7:15pm

havdalah
Every Saturday Night, 6pm
10 minute service on Zoom

Introducing Leanna newman!
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december 2022 - January 2023calendar

Jewish News
Every Tuesday, 9 a.m.
Zoom
Every week Rabbi Kalev hosts a short session 
with news of the Jews - movies, events, Israel 
- Rabbi Kalev covers it all. Grab your morning 
coffee and we promise these 15 minutes will be 
well spent! 

Thursday Discussion Class with Rabbi 
Kalev
Every Thursday, 7 pm
Zoom 
We are reading from the Jewish Family Ethics 
Textbook. We are finishing this book on 
December 15!

Tot Shabbat
First Friday of every month, 5:30 pm
CTJ
Shabbat celebration with Cantor Beth and Rabbi 
Kalev. This musical start to Shabbat is for our 
youngest CTJ-ers and the grown-ups who love 
them. Lots of music, an exciting story, and tons 
of silliness make for a very fun beginning to the 
day of rest.

Virtual Friday Night Service
Some Fridays, 6:30 pm
Zoom
A fun, community based, fast-paced Zoom 
service. 

In-Person Friday Night Services 
Some Fridays, 6:30 pm
CTJ and Zoom
See weekly email or website calendar for 
schedule.

December
Family Shabbat and Potluck
First Friday of every month, 6:30 pm
CTJ and Zoom
Get ready to celebrate with an exciting Shabbat 
raffle and fun in-person family service! Potluck to 
follow! 

Shabbat Morning Services
Saturdays, 9:30 or 10 a.m.
CTJ and/or Zoom
With B’nai Mitzvah: 9:30 a.m.
With No B’nai Mitzvah: 10 a.m.

Havdalah
Every Saturday, 6 pm
Zoom
As Shabbat ends and darkness falls we gather 
together on zoom to mark time with a very short 
10 minute gathering. Celebrate a new week with 
your CTJ friends. 

Project Needs 
Third Tuesday of every month, 2:30 pm
Project Needs
We continue to prepare hot meals “to go” at 
Project Needs in Redondo Beach. 
Please contact Stacy.Young@ctjmb.org.

Poker Nights
Every Monday, 7 pm
CTJ or Zoom (check email for details)
A social game of small-stakes poker. All are 
welcome. No experience is necessary, we will 
help you learn the games. 
Email paulmsachs@gmail.com for more 
information.

RomCom Club
One Sunday a month, 7-8 pm
Zoom
CTJ loves RomComs! Watch the movie 
beforehand and then come discuss!

Festival of Lights Toy and Book Drive 
Ends December 9
The Jewish Federation Annual Festival of Lights 
Toy and Book Drive is underway! All donations 
are virtual! Choose the organization you’d like to 
donate to here: jewishla.org/toy-book-drive/

Shabbat Zimra
Friday, December 9
6 pm: Wine and Cheese, 6:30 pm: Service
CTJ and Zoom
 Pre-service “happy hour” &  awesome music! Get 
that “Shabbat feeling” at Shabbat Zimra (singing 
Shabbat). Grab a glass of wine and some snacks, 
and sing along to your Shabbat favorites with the 
adult and youth choirs.  

Hanukkah Celebration at The Point
Sunday, December 11, 1-3 pm
The Point, El Segundo
CTJ welcomes everyone to our fabulous 6th Annual 
Community Hanukkah Celebration at The Point! 
There will be tons of family fun! Activity Stations, 
Hanukkah Crafts, Music, Magic, Games, Donuts, 
Latkes & an AWESOME Raffle!

Unsafe Spaces Film Screening and Panel
Sunday, December 11, 5-6 pm
CTJ
Teens and parents encouraged to attend this special 
screening of  the short film Unsafe Spaces followed 
by discussion panel with some of those involved in 
the film. Unsafe Spaces allows us to hear first-hand 
accounts of what students are experiencing today as 
young Zionists and defenders of Israel.

A Festival of Light Author Discussion
Monday, December 12, 7 pm
CTJ
Sponsored by MB United Against Hate 
The authors of A Festival of Light will present their 
beautiful book, how it was created, and how the 
themes of Hanukkah can be relevant for people of 
all faiths. This event is co-sponsored by CTJ, Trinity 

o n g o i n g  e v e n t s



want to help foster kids?

Second Nurture Information Session: 
Find out how you can help foster kids! 

More info: lizglozman@gmail.com

Tuesday, December 20, 8pm
Zoom by Second Nurture

Introduction to Mussar: 
Jewish Spiritual Ethics

4 week course 
beginning Thursday, 
January 12, 7-8pm

Become an Even 
Better Version of 
Yourself

Led by 
Rabbi Karen Strok
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Lutheran Church, Manhattan Beach Community 
Church and MB United. Refreshments will be 
served and a book signing will follow the talk.

Hanukkah Begins
Sunday, December 18
Last night on Sunday, December 25th

Christmas Project Needs
Tuesday, December 20, 2-7 pm 
Check email for time confirmation
Plan to help prepare, pack, and distribute a Holiday 
Dinner hot meal as well as other donations and 
holiday cheer at Project Needs. There will be 
volunteer slots for all ages 2-7pm and festivities 
include a visit from Rabbi (emeritus) Santa!

Sisterhood Hanukkah Celebration
Tuesday, December 20, 6-9 pm
Offsite
Dinner, white elephant gift exchange, and an 
evening with your sisterhood friends.  
RSVP: tinyurl.com/sisterhoodhanukkah22 
  Questions: Hilaryb@gmail.com

Want to Help Foster Kids? 
Tuesday, December 20, 8 pm
Zoom by Second Nurture  
Second Nurture information session where you 
can find out how you can help foster kids by being 
a mentor or tutor and help make a difference in a 
child’s life. Contact lizglozman@gmail.com.
RSVP here: tinyurl.com/2ndnurtureinfo 

Office Closed
Saturday, December 24 - Monday, January 2

No OEC - Winter Break
Sunday, December 25 - Wednesday, January 4 

January
Mussar - Jewish Spiritual Ethics 
Thursday, January 12, 19, 26, & Feb 2, 7-8 pm 
with 15 minutes office hours before and after
Zoom
Mussar is the Jewish pathway to becoming more 
of a mensch. Rabbi Karen Strok will offer a 4-week 
interactive introduction to Mussar covering its 
guiding principles and spiritual practices which can 
help you become an even better version of yourself. 
Our text will be Everyday Holiness: The Jewish 
Spiritual Path of Mussar by Alan Morinis.  See 
reading assignment in our weekly email.

No OEC - MLK Day
Sunday, January 15

Office Closed  - MLK Day
Monday, January 16

Blood Drive
Sunday, January 22, 8 am - 2 pm
CTJ
Save a life! Donate blood! Sign up: tinyurl.com/
ctjblooddrivejan

Founder of Noah’s Bagels “Doing Good is 
Good for Business” with Noah Alper 
Sunday, January 22, 10 am
Zoom
Noah Alper is a serial entrepreneur, and the author 
of Business Mensch: Timeless Wisdom for 
Today’s Entrepreneur. Noah’s Bagels, which began 
with one store, became the largest bagel chain 
in the West and the largest kosher retailer in the 
United States. Learn how Jewish values, sechel, 
and a pinch of mazal helped him to succeed.

The Braid Private Performance
Sunday, January 22, 1 pm
CTJ
Experience a private performance of the original 
show Remembrance of Things Present by The 
Braid, a non-profit that gives voice to Jewish 
stories. In this show, the descendants of Holocaust 
survivors finally tell their own stories, as the legacy 
of the past imprints pain, hope, and healing. Stay 
tuned for more private performances during the 
Braid’s 2023 season!

vectors from Vecteezy.com

save the date!

Sunday, March 5, 2023

tot shabbat!tot shabbat!

First Friday of every month 
5:30pm at CTJ

Sisterhood Dinner and Torah Service
Friday, January 27
5 pm: Dinner, 6:30 pm: Torah Service
CTJ
Join us for a dinner and Shabbat service to 
celebrate Torah Fund, which provides resources to 
our rabbinical seminaries. 



MORI BIENER
Broker Associate, GRI, CRS, CalBRE# 01322320

d. 310.418.9188 
Mori.Biener@VistaSIR.com 
SouthBayHomeBroker.com

PAST 10 YEAR BOARD MEMBER
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. 

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER.

Your Real Estate Maven:

Mike Dunitz, CM
(Certified Mensch)

“Putting clients first since 5741”

310-600-5410
Corcoran Global Living
www.beach-broker.com

“Lox and fixers wanted”

DRE# 00771510

“Evelyn Kranow very surreptitiously made sure we 
safely crossed the street after the Nefesh Mountain 

concert. She may not even know we’re grateful. 
CTJ people we rock. She deserves the accolades!” 

- Anonymous

Send in your Kvells for next issue!

“I would like to kvell about my dog. I have been 
training and showing dogs for many years. My 

newest Shetland Sheepdog, Ranger, won the first 
point toward his championship at the Riverside 

Kennel Club show at the end of October. He led a 
quiet life because of covid and I was worried that 

he would be overwhelmed by all of the commotion 
at a big dog show but he took it all in stride and 

did very well. Now all he needs is 14 more points.” 
- Barbara Millman

“Just wanted to kvell about our kids. Our old-
est son Joey Schwartzman recently became 
an apprentice for Ting Wireless Services as an 
Outside Plant Technician. Our youngest son, 

Ben Schwartzman, PhD works for the Transition 
Tennessee Program at Vanderbilt University. He’s 
working on projects that improve outcomes for 

transition-aged youth with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. He was recently pro-

moted to Research Faculty and will be teach-
ing undergraduates in 2023. His wife Jessica 

Schwartzman, PhD is a Clinical Psychologist at 
Vanderbilt and an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences, also working with 
people with neurodiversities.” 
- Chellie and Jeff Schwartzman

(310)991.2994 
sb.beachhomes@gmail.com

 

“THE MATCHMAKERS” Matching Sellers and Buyers Worldwide

Matching CTJ homeowners and 
buyers for over 25 years.

Serene & Barry SulporSerene & Barry Sulpor

REALTORS® DRE LICENSE #00792111, #01775652
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JOIN THE CTJ SISTERHOOD FOR OUR ANNUAL 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 20, 2021 6PM TO 9PM 

Cost: $25 for Members & $36 for Non-Members | Includes Salads, Entree, Dessert & Wine/Beverages 

HANUKKAH 
CELEBRATION 

OUTDOOR VENUE – Please bring a $30 dollar White Elephant Gift 

6407 West 80th Street Los Angeles, CA 90045 

RSVP ON EVENTBRITE OR BRING A CHECK TO THE EVENT 

Questions: Hilaryb@gmail.com  

icons from flaticon.com
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Abrams Scholarship Fund

in loving memory of

Paul Schulman from Barry & Rebecca 
Schulman 

Yahrtzeit of Charlotte Rosenberg from Carol 
Rosenberg 

Elsa Gottesman Neiman from Gail Neiman 

Ellen Abrams from Gene & Mickey Abrams 

Charles Kravetz from Joy Kravetz 

Tim Harris from Lani Harris 

Stan Abrams from Paul Abrams and family 

in memory of

Stan Abrams from Terry Pincus 

Adult Education Fund

in loving memory of

IMO Franklyn Newmark from Andy & Rabbi 
Arinna Shelby 

in memory of

Lia Krikun from Melissa & Jon Stein 

Alice David Mayer from Vivian Kalev 

Alan Reinstein Memorial Fund

in honor of 

Nina and Spencer’s Engagement! from 
Debbie & Les Granow 

in loving memory of 

Oscar Levin from Ellis Levin & Carole 
Schlocker 

Annette Schlocker from Ellis Levin & Carole 
Schlocker 

Irving Schlocker from Ellis Levin & Carole 
Schlocker 

Tim Harris from Lani Harris 

Building Fund

in memory of

Murray Weingarten from Vincent & Sondra 
Lee 

CANTOR BETH’s DISCRETIONARY FUND

for CTJ

In honor of Arthur Cohen’s Birthday from 
Matthew & Stella August 

in honor of 

Arthur Cohen’s 70th birthday from Robert & 
Joan Garden 

Arthur Cohen’s birthday from the Szkolniks 

in loving memory of

Jack Jacobson from Harvey & Angela 
Jacobson 

in thanks for

The Bris from Ellis Levin & Carole 
Schlocker 

Cantor Beth’s participation in Manny’s 
beautiful service. from Karen Hirsch 

EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND

for CTJ

Mazel Tov on Mitchell’s wedding! from 
Matthew & Stella August 

in honor of

Jacob Kalev’s Bar Mitzvah from Matthew & 
Stella August 

The OEC from Eric & Denise Larsen 

Jacob Kalev’s Bar Mitzvah from Pam and Joe 
Yohlin 

Rabbi Mark attaining his Doctorate degree. 
from the Szkolniks 

in loving memory of

John Weiner from Debbie & Les Granow 

Evelyn Lessman from Elaine Lessman 

Amalia Szkolnik from Fred & Gail Szkolnik

Cindy Roth’s mom, Muriel from Fred & Gail 
Szkolnik 

Caryn Dates from Fred & Gail Szkolnik 

Tim Harris from Lani Harris 

Norman Krugman, Isadore, Roslyn, David 
Harris Fineman from Saul & Laura Rae 
Fineman 

in memory of

Caryn Dates from Aileen and Gil Borok 

Traci Wesley’s beloved mom, Roz. from 
Debbie & Les Granow 

Morah Cindy’s beloved Mom, Muriel Roth. 
from Debbie & Les Granow 

Caryn Dates from Debbie & Les Granow 

on the occasion of

Granow engagement from Fred & Gail 
Szkolnik 

Formann Sirota Music Fund

in loving memory of

Gertrude Morris from Ileene Morris 

Claire Altchuler from Joy Kravetz 

june - October 2022dedications
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Caryn Dates from The Kubo Kirschenbaum 
Family 

Roz Gubner from the Steins 

John Weiner from Zvia Hempling
 
Caryn Dates from Zvia Hempling

in thanks for

High Holidays with CTJ from Andrea Lynn 
Rawitt

on the occasion of

Jack and Rachel’s Bnai Mitzvah from Harvey 
& Angela Jacobson 

Jacob Kalev’s Bar Mitzvah from Jaime 
Goldberg 

Arthur Cohen’s Birthday! from Melissa & Jon 
Stein

with thoughts of

Healing for brother Ben and in honor of 
Tamah. from Stacey Morse 

Michael Rotstein 
Scholarship Fund

in loving memory of

George Friedman from Alex & Tobi Weil 

Mary Schulman from Barry & Rebecca 
Schulman 

Elizabeth Pinsky from Douglas & Madeline 
Walker 

Bernard Neiman from Gail Neiman 

Tim Harris from Lani Harris 

Rabbi Hyman Discretionary Fund

in loving memory of

Joseph Jacob Seigel from Barbara Stone
 
Joseph May from Dennis & Etta May 

Esther Gomberg from Dr. Jerome & 
Marlene Lipin 

General Fund

for CTJ

In thanks for everything that CTJ has done. 
from Susan Oudiz Johnson 

In honor of Grant Sorgen’s Bar Mitzvah from 
Rabbi Gila Katz 

General fund donation from Warren & Lisa 
Scheinin 

in honor of 

Mayor Hildy Stern from Anonymous 

The Benami Family from Dr. Ahuva Ho 

Liv Sarah - Rabbi Kalev’s niece & Vivian Kalev’s 
grandaughter! from Jon & Melissa Stein 

Felita Waxman from Leslie Waxman 

Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah from Madeline 
Sharples 

Mark Teitelman’s opening the ark on Kol 
Nidre. from Mark & Elissa Teitelman 

Arthur Cohen’s birthday from Susan & Jerald 
Entin 

Hildy Stern from Vera Abrams 

Gwen and Reb Jason’s wedding from Zvia 
Hempling 

in loving memory of

Marilyn Horowitz, Harry Horowitz, Esther 
Horowitz from Albert Horowitz 

Arthur Schwartz from Barbara Schwartz 

Roslyn Gubner, mother of Traci Wesley from 
Barbara Schwartz 

George Rickles and Lindsey Rickles, a life 
cut way too short. from David and Bonnie 
Rickles 

Caryn Dates, truly one of the good ones, you 
will be missed. from Gary Fierer 

Yossi Shachnovitz from Greg Davidson & 
Tamah Kushner 

Harry Cohen from Jerry & Cynthia Cohen 

Dale Moilanen from Jill Moilanen 

Sylvia “GG” Krone from Jon & Melissa Stein
 
Roz Gubner from Judy & Mark Klein 

Herb Kahn from Marc & Shannon Magid 

Shirley Weinhart from Marc & Shannon 
Magid 

Myron Pollak Yahrzeit from Martin & 
Susanne Shallon 

Irving “Sonny” Lichter from Mike Heath
 
Florence Shaffer from Nelson & Susan 
Algaze 

Barbara Goldsmith-Gendelman from Robin 
Roy 

Beatrice H. Wolf from Ron & Linda Maroko 

Herbert Ashley Bernhard from Ron & Linda 
Maroko 

Our sister-in-law, Mitzi Echt from Sarah Echt 
& Brad Eastman 

Lorraine Stocker from Stuart Paul 

Judy Miller and Henry Poltorak from the 
Poltorak Family 

Caryn Dates from the Stein Family 

Stan Abrams from Vera Abrams 

George Lubow from Zvia Hempling

in memory of

Harold Shelby from Andy & Rabbi Arinna 
Shelby 

John Weiner from Andy & Rabbi Arinna 
Shelby 

Samuel Zolotin from Jill Moilanen 

Sandy Morris from Joy Kravetz 

Leo Gordon and Phyllis Teitelbaum Blenner 
from Lawrence & Amy Teitelbaum 

Sam Magid from Marc & Shannon Magid 

John Weiner from Melissa & Jon Stein 

Alan Carr from Melissa & Jon Stein
 
Louis Algaze from Nelson & Susan Algaze 



thank you to our 

mitzvah circle mitzvah circle 
members!

Jonathan Bain & Sara Boscoe
Stephen & Evelyn Block

Todd & Terry Gilman
Harvey & Angela Jacobson

Vivian Kalev
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

Michael & Catherine Rader
Linda Simon

Jonathan & Melissa Stein
Richard Weiner & Judith Forman
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Anna Mae Latiner from Dr. Jerome & 
Marlene Lipin 

Meta Katz from Gail Neiman 

Grete Mihlsten from George Mihlsten & 
Nola Geffner-Mihlsten 

Ruth Geffner from George Mihlsten & Nola 
Geffner-Mihlsten 

Marlena “Lotus” Weinstock from James 
Weinstock 

Evelyn Glick from Joan Bernick 

My beloved brother, Edward H. Forman, 
missed every day. from Judy Forman
 
Robert Windsor from Laurence & Maxine 
Windsor 

Philip Ziman, Bertha Tankel, Myrtle Tasky, 
David Ziman, Rachel Ziman, Kenneth Tasky, 
Charles Ziman, Hilda Tasky, Jacob Kalman 
from Madeline Sharples 

Helen Louise Kanfer from Michael & Janet 
Lekov 

Dora Lechowitzky from Michael & Janet 
Lekov 

Norman Krugman, Isadore, Roslyn, David 
Harris Fineman from Saul & Laura Rae 
Fineman 

Harry Simons from Stephen & Beverly 
Morse 

in memory of

Phillip Lipin from Dr. Jerome & Marlene 
Lipin 

Martin M. Berger from James Weinstock 

in thanks for

The Bris from Ellis Levin & Carole 
Schlocker 

The beautiful service Rabbi Mark led for 
Manny. from Karen Hirsch

The beautiful Shabbat service that Rabbi Mark 
led as we celebrated our marriage with the 
CTJ community. from Reb Jason and Gwen 
van Leeuwen 

Rabbi Kalev Discretionary Fund

for CTJ

Annual donation to Rabbi’s Discr. Fund from 
Maddy Silverman 

in honor of

Barbara Schwartz’s 90th from Caren Berger 
Stiffel 

Jacob Kalev’s Bar Mitzvah from Carol Rosen 

Barbara Schwartz’s 90th Birthday from Laurie and 
Stuart Rice 

Jacob Kalev’s Bar Mitzvah from Mark and Elissa 
Teitelman 

Jacob Kalev’s Bar Mitzvah from Patti Burris
 
Jacob becoming a Bar Mitzvah! Mazal Tov!! XOXO 
from the Granow Gang 

Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah from Zvia Hempling 

in loving memory of

Avis & Melvin Levine from Barbara Levine 

Samuel Harris from Barry & Sandy Warner 

Beloved father, Martin Berk from Carol Berk and 
Mike DeDonato 

Clara Kronenberg, beloved grandmother of Diann 
Gross from Diann Gross 

Renee Mayers Claman from Douglas & Jennifer 
Claman 

Bernard Yarchover from Douglas & Jennifer 
Claman 

Stephen Edward Claman from Douglas & 
Jennifer Claman 

Frieda and Alfred Kirsch from Dr. Henry & 
Margaret Ann Kirsch 

Jeanette Freda Kirsch from Dr. Henry & Margaret 
Ann Kirsch 

Estelle Gold and Elisha Gold from Joseph & 
Nancy Mandelbaum 

Faige Gold from Joseph & Nancy Mandelbaum 

Sol Mandelbaum from Joseph & Nancy 
Mandelbaum 

Robert Windsor from Laurence & Maxine 
Windsor 

Richard Reiner from Mark & Michele Oplatka 

Jane Oudiz from Susan Oudiz Johnson 

Richard Oudiz from Susan Oudiz Johnson 

John Weiner from Sarah Weiner 

Harry Simons from Stephen & Beverly Morse
 
Vera and Paul Isakowitz from Steve and Monica 
Isakowitz and Family 

Matthew Scott Isakowitz from Steve and Monica 
Isakowitz and Family 

in memory of

The Remarkable Lia Krikun who lived to 105.4! 
Loving Ema to Daniela Krikun Rubinstein and 
Super Safta to Noah, Missy, Gabe, Max and Hannah. 
XOXO from Debbie & Les Granow 

Sol Lesser from Ira & Bobbie Lesser 

Lloyd Shaffer from Nelson & Susan Algaze 

in thanks for

Alex Levy & Eric Kuntzman’s Auf Ruf from Barbara 
& Rick Levy 



save the whole weekend!

Joel Chasnoff 
& Benji Lovitt

Friday, March 17 - Sunday, March 19

Comedians Joel Chasnoff and Benji Lovitt 
will talk about their new book, Israel 75: 
Behind the Headlines, as well as hold 

some other events! Stay tuned for more 
information about the weekend.

Blood Drive

save a life!

Sunday, January 22, 8am-2pm
at CTJ

Sign up: tinyurl.com/ctjblooddrivejan
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The McGregor Family from the Waterstones 

Such a beautiful day. It was so lovely celebrating our 
new bundle of joy with Rabbi Kalev and you taking 
the time to do that! from Ty & Jessica Samples

RITUAL/PRAYER BOOK FUND

in loving memory of

Ann F Berger from Loren & Alexis Slafer 

Julian Katz from Rabbi Gila Katz 

THE BORNSTEIN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

in loving memory of

Ethel Finmark Platus from Daniel & Judith 
Platus 

Lucille Platus Schwartz from Daniel & Judith 
Platus 

Esther Slafer from Loren & Alexis Slafer 

Morris Schlossberg from Rosalie Horowitz 

Dr. Hermon Schlossberg from Rosalie 
Horowitz 

in memory of

Joseph Slafer from Loren & Alexis Slafer 

seventh grade giving

in loving memory of

John Weiner from Ian Sagman 

YAHRZEIT FUND

in loving memory of

Frances Schwartz from Barbara Schwartz 
Sylvia Cohen from Barbara Schwartz 

Gert Sulpor from Barry & Serene Sulpor 

Sidney Rosen from Carol Rosen 

Allyson Rubin and Audrey Finn from Daniel & 
Bonnie Franco 

Lucille Platus Schwartz from David Platus 

Abe Weinberg from Laurie and Stuart Rice
 
Dolly Takeuchi from Lisa, Larry, and Josh 
Kohorn 

Peary Benn Berger from Loren & Alexis 
Slafer 

Leona Rice from Stuart and Laurie Rice 

in memory of

Harry and Marcia Oster from Arthur Oster

Morris Rosen from Carol Rosen 

Esther Kaplan from Carol Rosen 

Sol Mandelbaum from Henry Mandelbaum 

Sent in memory of my husband, Stanley 
Gelfand from Marcia Gelfand 

Morris Rosen from Mark & Elissa Teitelman 

Morris Tepper from Robert Tepper

yizkor book

in loving memory of

Charlotte and Alan Martin Lucille and Bernard 
Goldstein Evelyn and Leon Blumberg from 
Alan & Ronnie Goldstein 

Rita and Sydney Soule (Parents of Elyse Gura) 
from Elyse Gura 

Geta Alexandrovich, Abram Alexandrovich, 
Rachell Alexandrovich, Ely Barskiy, Rivka 
Barskaya and Khuma Barskaya from Irina 
Dean 

Leila Miller from Karin Miller 

My husband Leo from Leslie Waxman 

Fred Rosenheimer from Rabbi Gila Katz
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have a happy have a happy 
hanukkah hanukkah 
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from ctjfrom ctj

and a happy and a happy 
new yearnew year



Congregation Tikvat Jacob Beth Torah
1829 N. Sepulveda Blvd.
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310) 546-3667
ctjmb.org
office@ctjmb.org
help@ctjmb.org

film screening and panelfilm screening and panel
Sunday, December 11, 5-6pm at CTJ

We especially encourage teens 
and their parents to come.

Find out more about the film:
jewishunpacked.com/unsafe-spaces/

Spend the morning with the founder of 
Noah’s Bagels! 

Sunday, January 22, 10-11am on Zoom
Hear Noah Alper’s talk “Doing Good is 

Good for Business.” 
Learn what helped him succeed!

FOR A 
SPECIAL WEEKEND 

AT CTJ!

Friday, March 17 - 
Sunday, March 19, 2023


