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Rabbi’s Reflections

Eventually, Safta and her family were given a tiny home 
and settled in the city of Givat Olga on the outskirts of 
Hadera (the mid-point between Haifa and Tel Aviv). 
There, she continued to build a family, her home, and 
the traditions she brought from Yemen. 

There is nobody I loved hugging more than my Safta. 
Her 4’9” stature (on a good day) and multiple blankets 
that she would wrap herself in (she was always cold) 
was truly like having your own life-size teddy bear. Some 
of the best moments we had together was when I would 
come after class (when I was at Tel Aviv University) and 
watch The Bold & The Beautiful with her… she couldn’t 
read the Hebrew translation and she didn’t know 
English… so, she would make up her own plot line based 
on what she saw and often it was better than what the 
writers of the show had come up with. We would laugh 
so hard at how right or wrong she understood the show. 

As a Yemenite woman, she was never taught to read or 
write but a major gift she was given was her incredible 
hands. Her hands could shape, build, scrub, cook, sew, 
and do so much more with perfection. If I was stuck on 
a desert island, she would have definitely been my first 
choice to save me. In addition to her abilities and street 
smarts, she was the most amazing cook and lived to 
feed her family – I often ate more at her house than any 
human being should ever consume. My favorite was her 
Yemenite soup or of course, her jachnun (buttery dough 
baked overnight for Shabbat). 

Safta’s favorite saying was “zeh ma-she’yesh… this is 
what is” and she would often start each sentence with 
“b’ezrat Ha’Shem… with God’s help.” These two phrases 
kept her going through some very difficult moments in 

Rabbi Joshua Kalev
Senior Rabbi
Instagram: @rabbikalev
Facebook: fb.me/jkalev

As we come to this season of gratitude and rededication, 
I am struck by how timely both the holidays of 
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah happen to relate to my 
life at this moment. For me, Thanksgiving shapes my 
gratitude of what it means to be a Jewish American 
who, regardless of divisions and politics, is so thankful 
that our people continue to enjoy an incredible story 
here in the United States. Hanukkah comes to remind 
me that even though we have found a place in this 
great country, we must hold onto our Judaism and not 
let outside forces take away the values, rituals, and 
community we hold so dear. 

A person who embodied this idea of gratitude and a love 
of Judaism through the way she lived her life, was my Safta 
(my grandmother). Just a few weeks ago, my Safta passed 
away in Israel and it has been heartbreaking that I cannot 
be with my family during this time. I feel so blessed that 
even though she lived thousands of miles away, I was able 
to spend years of my life with her when I would travel to 
Israel, when I studied in Israel (on multiple occasions), and 
the few times she came to the US to visit us. 

My Safta was born in Yemen and described her home, 
life, and experience there as one of beauty and blessing. 
Unfortunately, in the 1940’s, the situation for Jews in 
Yemen began to change and in 1949, she and her family 
(including my Dad who was a baby at the time) were 
airlifted out of Yemen (Operation Magic Carpet) and 
brought to safety in Israel. Safta always talked about the 
early years of her time in Israel as the hardest of her life. 
She had to live in a tent under brutal conditions and harsh 
winters. The country had just been founded and was 
struggling to keep up with the many Jewish immigrants 
flooding Israel’s shores. 



Celebrate Every Night  of Hanukkah with CTJ
Thursday, December 10, 6 p.m. - Passing the Light
Friday, December 11 
 6 p.m. - Candlelighting
 7 p.m. - Hanukkah Gelt Lane Drive by at CTJ
Saturday, December 12 
 Shabbaton 1 - 6 p.m.
 6 p.m. - Ugly Hanukkah sweater contest 
Sunday, December 13, 6 p.m. - Virtual Hanukkah at the Point
Monday, December 14, 6 p.m. - Chef Rachael - Spice Up Your Latke 
Tuesday, December 15, 6 p.m. - Hanukkah in Santa Monica 
Wednesday, December 16, 6 p.m. - How long does your dreidel spin?
Thursday, December 17, 6 p.m. - Paying it Forward 
Friday, December 18, 6 p.m. - Get Lit!

life. What was most incredible is that she truly lived each moment with that 
spirit – you can only control how you react to what comes your way and 
God is always walking with you and will help you overcome bumps along 
life’s road. Many people have shaped who I am today, but truly, my Safta, 
was instrumental in my connection to Judaism and my gratitude for every 
moment of life. I will always treasure the time we had together. 

May this Thanksgiving be a holiday that despite difficulty and darkness we 
recognize the blessings of those who have helped shape our lives and may 
this Hanukkah be one where we reaffirm our love of Judaism and recognize 
the incredible CTJ community we are privileged to be a part of.

Rabbi Kalev



B’nai Mitzvah Students
October - December 2020 

Megan Ostrick
November 7 , 2020

Parker Levin 
October 24, 2020

Elijah Fox
November 14, 2020

Rose Cohen 
December 12, 2020

Asher Goldberg
November 21, 2020

Ethan Polidi
October 31, 2020
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Since my last emailed update regarding reopening 
CTJ, it is unfortunate that there are no changes to the 
status within the County of Los Angeles in regards to the 
permissions for religious organizations.  To recap that 
message for those that may have missed it -

At this time, in LA County, it remains illegal for 
organizations classified as Houses of Worship to have 
gatherings in our buildings. The exact wording from the 
Department of Public Health order is as follows: 

Indoor religious services and cultural ceremonies at places 
of worship are prohibited until further notice by the State 
Public Health Officer.

It is permissible to  gather for worship services outdoors, 
with specific protocols related to social distancing, masks, 
restroom access and controls for safety, and more.  At 
CTJ, our parking lot just cannot accommodate many of 
us within these guidelines.  Over the last several months, 
we have  spent hours upon hours trying to get permits 
and permissions for us to hold a shabbat service or one of 
the smaller High Holy Day services like tashlich together 
outdoors.  We have explored gathering at a park, on the 
beach, in someone else’s parking lot, and even in larger 
venues that were previously available to rent with no 
success. No one wants the liability of a gathering during 
this time.  

Houses of Worship are not currently allowed to gather for 
purposes of instruction at all, in any sized group, indoors 
or outdoors.  Our classes are categorized as supplemental 
school which is not considered essential.  Because of this, 
we do not qualify to apply for the K-2 waivers that public 

schools and other day schools are applying for. 

Preschools and daycare are considered essential, which 
allows them to be open at this time. CTJ however, does 
not hold a license for either one, so we are not able to.  
Although Shalem Early Childhood Learning Center is 
currently open, we are a separate entity from them; Shalem 
is a tenant of CTJ and leases space from us.   

For now, as a house of worship not allowed to gather 
for instruction, unable to gather indoors for worship and 
with a parking lot that does not allow for us to gather for 
services in safe and legal ways, we will continue to come 
together online. The staff,  clergy and lay leadership have 
created so many unique and engaging online experiences 
for our community in which to participate during the past 
months.  We will continue to imagine new creative options, 
but we would also love suggestions and input from you 
as well.  I promise, we will not judge.  No idea is not worth 
considering and discussing.  

Please try to support and understand our decisions to keep 
our community distanced and safe.  Truly, nobody wants 
our community to be back in the building celebrating life’s 
joys together more than we do. At the same time, keep 
showing up online.  Although it still isn’t exactly the same, 
we feel we have been able to experience some incredibly 
moving moments and events doing some pretty cool 
things we are allowed to do together.

This remains a top priority of all of us.  As new permissions 
and rules are granted, we will certainly react accordingly 
and let you know.  Even if there are no changes, we will 
continue to communicate what we are hearing on this 
topic as we also prepare for action.

Be safe and stay well,

Kevin Mendelson

President’s Message

Kevin Mendelson
CTJ President



MORI BIENER
Broker Associate, GRI, CRS, CalBRE# 01322320

d. 310.418.9188 
Mori.Biener@VistaSIR.com 
SouthBayHomeBroker.com

PAST 10 YEAR BOARD MEMBER
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. 

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER.
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Social Action!

The pandemic has been challenging for so many, and has 
made it difficult to help those in more need than ever.
 
Still, CTJ continues tikkun olam efforts.
 
In November our Knitzvot knitters donated beautiful 
hand-made hats and blankets to the West LA VA on 
Veterans’ Day. We held a “socially distanced” blood 
drive with Cedars Sinai Bloodmobile, as well a parking 
lot “Essentials Drive” to collect clothing, blankets, food, 
and toiletries. We were able to completely fill the blood 
drive sign-up schedule and successfully collect over 30 
units of blood for the blood bank and deliver 4 heaping 
pallets of donated goods to the Downtown LA Mission. 
Save the date and clean out your closets - the next 
Bloodmobile and Essentials Drive dates are Sunday, 
December 13 and Sunday, January 24.
 
We are currently collecting new toys and books for 
the Jewish Federation Festival of Lights drive until 
December 1. Please contact the office@CTJMB.org to 
arrange drop off or donate from the comfort of your own 
computer at tinyurl.com/2020JewishFederationToyDrive
 

To help out at the holiday gift store, or other volunteer 
opportunities at 1736 Family Crisis Centers, contact 
Michele at (310) 543-9900, ext. 217 or  
michelefor1736@gmail.com
 
We are preparing hot meals TO GO one Tuesday a 
month, and Christmas TO GO will be coordinated for 
distribution on Tuesday December 22.
 
And as we look forward to 2021, think about what more 
you can do. Please let the office or Hildy Stern (hildy.
stern@gmail.com) know if you are able to help out with 
CTJ’s Chesed Community. Or let the office or Laura 
Pinsky (laurap4rbiz@verizon.net) know if you would like 
to get involved knitting for a cause with Knitzvot. Join 
Team CTJ for the 2020 Jewish World Watch Walk to End 
Genocide at tinyurl.com/JWW2020teamCTJ or contact  
Gwen.Wexler@ctjmb.org for more information on how 
to support JWW and the Walk. As always, to bring new 
project ideas, or for anything else Social Action, please 
contact Stacy.Young@ctjmb.org. 

Stacy Young
CTJ Social Action
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Hanukkah - 
Did You Know?

Rebecca Tullman
Director of Education

Ohren Education Center

In the year 168 BCE, Judea (part of the Land of Israel) 
had come to be controlled by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
Syrian ruler. He refused to allow the practice of Judaism, 
outlawing observance of Shabbat and festivals. His 
soldiers desecrated the Temple in Jerusalem. Idols of 
Greek gods were set up, and the Jews were given the 
choice to convert or die. 

A resistance movement was formed, led by a priestly 
family called the Maccabees. Though the Maccabees 
and those who fought with them were not trained as 
soldiers and were greatly outnumbered by an organized 
and well trained Syrian army, they miraculously won two 
major battles. Chanukah, which means “dedication,” 
is the festival that commemorates the cleaning and 
rededication of the holy Temple in Jerusalem after the 
Syrians were defeated.

And so in this season, when the days are at their darkest, 
we kindle the lights of Chanukah, to remember when 
forces of light – of faith and freedom – defeated forces 
of darkness, tyranny and oppression, and how that was 
symbolized by the rededication of the Temple. 

Let it serve as a reminder that we should rededicate 
ourselves to fighting oppression and darkness wherever 
we find them and to bringing more light to the world. 
The fight of good vs evil is continuous, always present 
in our lives. At times, it feels like the darkness is 
overwhelming; but our Chanukah candles remind us 
that it only takes a small flame to banish a great deal of 
darkness. 

A random act of kindness, a positive email to a co-worker 
who is having a difficult day, a small donation to an 
organization that stands up for civil liberties or fights 

hunger, keeping granola bars, boxes of raisins, and 
water bottles in your car to hand out to the homeless are 
all easy ways to spread light. 

Wishing you all a season of love, light and joy,

	• Shabbat candles are lit inside our homes. In 
contrast, Hanukkah candles have to spread 
light into the darkness of the night and are to be 
placed near a window facing out into the street. 
Shabbat candles bring light inside; but the 
Hanukkah lights go further, also transforming 
the darkness outside.

	• Some Chasidic rabbis suggest that we spin the 
dreidel from the top, unlike the Purim noisemaker 
which is rotated from the bottom, because the 
miracle of Hanukkah was clearly from Above, in a 
manner that was higher than nature.

	• A “menorah” is a multi branched candelabra 
- like the 7 branched ones in wall sconces on 
either side of our ark.  A Hanukkah menorah, 
with 9 branches, is actually called a chanukiah.
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What’s Jewish about 
Thanksgiving?

Although you won’t read this for several more weeks, I’m 
writing just a few days after the end of Sukkot. Sukkot 
begins five days after Yom Kippur, and therefore marks 
a drastic transition, from the solemnity of Yom Kippur 
to a festival that is often called Z’man Simchateinu, 
the season of our joy. Sukkot has dual significance. It 
reminds us of our foundational story of the exodus from 
Egypt and thus it expresses our gratitude for freedom 
from religious persecution and for permanent homes 
unlike our nomadic ancestors. It further expresses 
our gratitude for the harvest, and abundant food. The 
foods we eat (and decorate our sukkot with) are usually 
seasonal - like gourds, squash, and corn. Does gratitude 
for food, celebrating escape from religious persecution, 
and feasting on dishes that include gourds (pumpkin 
pie?) squash and corn sound familiar? 

There is even speculation that the Pilgrims may have 
actually based Thanksgiving on the Jewish holiday 
of Sukkot.The English Calvinists who eventually 
boarded the Mayflower had first settled for about ten 
years in Leiden, Holland, which was noted for its large 
textile industry, religious tolerance, and welcoming of 
immigrants and workers. Also in Leiden at that time was 
a community of Sephardic Jews who, like the Calvinists, 
had fled religious persecution.Thus it is likely that the 
Sukkot festival was in their minds as they created their 
own harvest holiday of thanks. 

In addition, gratitude is a major Jewish value and is 
present in Torah, Talmud, our liturgy, and more. Jews 
say blessings of gratitude for food, traditionally both 
before and after eating. The very first prayer a Jew says 
upon waking, is Modeh Ani. This prayer is said while 
laying in bed still and is intended to be the first words 
you utter. It is a prayer of thanks to God for “restoring my 
soul to me”, for a new day. 

If you look closely, I’ll think you’ll find that gratitude is even 
in the Ten Commandments. The tenth commandment 
is: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, his manservant, his maid-
servant, his ox, his donkey, nor anything that is your 
neighbor’s. But how can we refrain from envying our 
neighbors? Only by practicing gratitude. In Pirkei Avot 
(Wisdom of our Ancestors) we are taught: “Who is rich? 
Those who rejoice in their own portion”. 

And so, if we use Thanksgiving to practice gratitude, to 
remind us to be appreciative, then it is a reminder of this 
very Jewish value. Some ways you might bring Judaism 
to your Thanksgiving celebration are:

1.	 Express thanks for your food by beginning with Motzi
2.	 Make a plan to do some tzedakah or gmilut hasadim 

(acts of lovingkindness) in this season, to share 
some of your bounty with those who have less. 
Consider asking your neighbors to set bags of shelf 
stable food on their porches at a given time for you 
to gather and take to a food bank, taking a socially 
distanced shift packing and organizing at the food 
bank, purging closets and garages for items to 
donate, or volunteering to work in a community 
garden. Within the theme of refugees you can 
contact the International Rescue Committee and 
see if you can help with their mission of resettling 
those who flee to this country. https://www.rescue.
org// You can decide what your family will do at the 
Thanksgiving table, or discuss how you felt or what 
you learned from what you have already done. 

3.	 Share stories while you eat about your own 
ancestors who moved to escape religious or ethnic 
persecution. Tell your family stories. 

4.	 Add some Jewish flavor to the table - recipes 
abound for pumpkin challah (see the one sent by 
CTJ in October), and bagel stuffing. Find a recipe for 
Thanksgiving tsimmes from our own Rachael Narins 
here in this issue! 

Wishing you and yours a joyous Thanksgiving and a 
chance to explore your gratitude. May you go from 
strength to strength. 

By Rebecca Tullman



Hanukkah Shabbaton &
An Afternoon of Fun 

Saturday, December 12, 1 - 6 p.m.
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On October 25th in our art chug (elective) 
students explored the Red Sea and Eilat.  
After looking at photos including some of 
the coral reef they begin painting.  They 
learned about combining oil pastels and 
watercolors. The separation that these two 
different mediums creates brings about a 
very vibrant result. Here is Aiden with his 
beautiful work.

On October 25 in our OEC cooking chug 
(elective), we made egg kichel (or 
kichlach, which is plural). It’s a very 
simple Eastern European cookie that’s 
light and airy and made in a bow-tie 
shape. The word kichel is Yiddish and 
the diminutive of קוכן, kukhn, “cake”. The 
cookies are a popular Ashkenazi treat. 
Here’s Noam with hers!

Toy Collections 
Bring a gift and a smile to a child in need this holiday season! 
The Jewish Federation’s 15th Annual Festival of Lights  
Toy & Book Drive. 

Watch for the Amazon Wish List Link in our weekly email.
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THANKSGIVING TZIMMES
From Chef Rachael

I love the flavors of fall in this root vegetable sheet-pan take 
on tzimmes.
 It’s the perfect dish for a Kosher Thanksgiving table

Recipe by Rachael Narins
1 hour
Serves 6 – 8 as a side dish (can be halved or doubled)
Vegan, parve, gluten free

INGREDIENTS
2 cups peeled and diced butternut squash (I use defrosted 
frozen pieces)
6 large carrots, peeled and cut into large pieces
4 parsnips, peeled and cut into large pieces
2 large red onions, peeled and cut into large pieces
10 - 12 whole prunes
½ cup dried cranberries 
¼ cup olive oil

For the sauce
½ cup apple cider
1 teaspoon apple cider vinegar
½cup brown sugar
½ tablespoon pumpkin pie spice
2 Tbsp olive oil
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste

METHOD
1.	 Preheat your oven to 350F 

2.	 Line two large baking sheets with parchment paper.  

3.	 In a large bowl, toss together the butternut squash, carrots, parsnips, red onion, prunes and dried cranberries with 
the olive oil. 

4.	 In a small saucepan, combine the remaining ingredients except the salt and pepper and bring to a simmer, 
whisking to dissolve the brown sugar. Taste and add more vinegar as needed. Pour the hot sauce over the 
vegetables and gently stir to coat. 

5.	 Arrange the vegetables and fruit in an even layer on the baking sheets. Don’t crowd anything. Season to taste 
with salt and pepper. 

6.	 Roast for 20 minutes. After 20 minutes, stir and rotate your pans. Cook for another 15 minutes, or until the 
vegetables are soft when pierced with a knife. 

7.	 Serve the dish while it’s warm or at room temperature. The tzimmes can be made ahead and will keep in the 
refrigerator for up to four days.



CTJ Cares
Need help?  Need groceries?  
Email Wendy at office@ctjmb.org

Living Alone?
Are you living alone during 
this pandemic?
Interested in some 
programming specifically for 
your situation? Email Wendy 
at office@ctjmb.org and let 
us know. 

Jewish Women’s Theatre Is Back (On Zoom)
AHA MOMENT  Monday, January 11, 7 p.m.
FAMILY MATTERS  Monday, March 8, 7 p.m.
NEXT SHOW  Tuesday, May 25, 7 p.m.

See email and website for ticket sales!!
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New Member Spotlight on 
Patti and Don Burris By Claire Ho

I’d like to introduce you all to new CTJ members Patti 
and Don Burris. Patti and Don, both from New York, are 
quite accomplished in their respective fields. Patty is a 
professional artist and educator with more than 35 years of 
teaching experience at Brentwood Art Center. Her works 
are exhibited and sold throughout the United States.

Don is an international litigation and business attorney, 

with expertise in international art law, with a special 
emphasis on Nazi-art looting during WW2. He was 
involved in the Supreme Court case in which the 
Austrian government returned stolen paintings by 
Gustav Klimt to Maria Altmann, the niece of Adele Bloch-
Bauer who was the subject of the famous “Woman 
in Gold” painting. Don is also an author, lectures 
internationally and has taught Law as an Associate 
Professor. He was also on the Watergate panel that 
investigated Nixon.

The Burrises have travelled extensively, and have 
two children and 3 grandchildren. Not only have they 
known Rabbi Selilah for years, they remember my family 
when together we were members of a Santa Monica 
synagogue many years ago! 

You may have seen the Burrises- Last year Don spoke at 
High Holy Day services at American Martyrs, and gave 
a talk on his involvement in “Woman in Gold” at CTJ. 
Recently Patti and Don led HaMotzi on Zoom in October. 

We look forward to seeing Patti and Don at CTJ events in 
the future and welcome them warmly into the CTJ family!



CTJ Cumulative Giving 2019-2020
Every donation means so much. Thank you for supporting us throughout the year.

Pillar of Salt over  $25,000
Pillars of Torah  $10,000 to $24,999
Richard Stock  |  Joseph & Nancy Mandelbaum  |  James & Donne Segil  |  Richard Weiner & Judith Forman 
Greg Davidson & Tamah Kushner  |  Douglas & Madeline Walker  Jonathan & Wendy Resin  |  Richard & Lana 
Rizika  |  Ryan & Jennifer Ozar  |  George Adler
Pillars of Leadership  $5,000 to $9,999
Glenn & Susan Goldstein  |  Les & Deborah Granow  |  Jonathan & Melissa Stein  |  Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo  
Larry & Lisa Kohorn  |  Michael & Avigal Horrow  |  Todd & Terry Gilman  |  Michael & Catherine Rader  |  David & Bonnie 
Schwartz  |  Vivian Kalev  |  Lee Hutter & Andrea Salzman-Hutter  |  Zvia Hempling  |  Paul & Iris Knell  |  Martin & 
Susanne Shallon  |  Carol Risher  |  Marc & Shannon Magid  |  Judd & Susan Gilefsky  |  John & Rose Osten  |  Stuart & 
Laurie Rice  |  Robert & Jill Baker  |  Kevin & Rebecca Mendelson  |  Jonathan Bain & Sara Boscoe  |  Jeffrey & Romina 
Manson  |  Soheil Shams & Azita Shams-Pourat  |  Sheldon & Joy Rocker  
Pillars of Learning  $2,500 to $4,999
Loren & Alexis Slafer  |  Douglas & Jennifer Claman  |  John Weiner & Michelle Glaser-Weiner  |  Aaron Cohen & Dina Mayzlin  |  Ellis Levin & 
Carole Schlocker  |  Todd & Lisbeth Levin  |  Ken & Lisa Baronsky  |  Mark & Didi Rayman  |  Alex & Michele Jordan   |  Ronald & Debra Estroff  
|  David & Dana Gardner  |  David & Elizabeth Liebman  |  Andrew & Ronda Kopito  |  Brian & Carla Hoffman Mark & Amy Howorth 
 Beth-jana Dahl  |  Charles & Elham Raker  |  Jeremy & Hildy Stern  |  Stuart Paul & Fran Chodosh  |  Charles & Helena Rosenberg  |  Vitaly & 
Elizabeth Glozman  |  Ronald & Joanne Rotstein

Pillars of Mitzvah  $1,800 to $2,499
Sandy & Ileene Morris  |  Harvey & Angela Jacobson  |  Jeffrey & Rebecca Love  |  Jeff & Melissa Koskinen  |  Stephen & Evelyn Block 
Susan Oudiz Johnson  |  Spencer & Kelly Bendell  |  Tricia Greenlee  |  Scott & Rachel McPherson  |  Mickey & Sandy Seigel  |  John & Stacy 
Young  |  Mitch Kralis & Rachel Ezra-Kralis  |  Morris & Tracy Chernick  |  Lani Harris  |  Steven Schrier & Linda Chow Jonathon & Shira 
Markovich  |  Robert & Cynthia Perelson  |  Fred & Gail Szkolnik  |  Leonard & Patrice Elinson  
Gregory & Jessica Linderman  |  Samuel Mandelbaum

Pillars of Strength  $1,000 to $1,799
Damien & Debra Goldberg  |  Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev  |  Leigh & Renee Sorgen  |  Melvin Horowitz  |  Wendy Farber 
Bruce Friedman & Patricia Stoddard  |  Joan Jenkins  |  Matthew & Aliana Segal  |  Mark & Michele Oplatka  |  Emanuel & Karen Hirsch  Jonathan Gidan 
& Freddi Segal-Gidan  |  George Mihlsten & Nola Geffner- Mihlsten  |  Arthur Cohen & Beth Garden  |  Mark & Elissa Teitelman  |  Lawrence & Farnaz 
Flechner  |  Andy & Arinna Shelby  |  Barbara Schwartz  |  Barbara Millman  |  Jason & Hava Manasse  Todd & Janice Arnson  |  Seth Curkin & Poupa 
Marashi  |  Adam & Lisa Weinbaum  |  Bruce & Brandi Greenberg  |  Rachelle Katz  |  Oren Benami & Claire Ho  |  Mark Hofstadter & Gina Rossi  |  Herb 
& Judy Eisenberg  |  David Paul & Leyla Woods  |  Steve & Dawn-Elyse Portner  |  Sherry Sidney

Pillars of Blessing  $500 to $999
Eugene & Hilary Grayver  |  Jerry & Laura Pinsky  |  Michael & Jennifer Gale  |  Steve & Lisa Becker  |  Madeline Sharples  |  Warren & Lisa Scheinin MD  
|  Elaine Lessman  |  Mori & Robyn Biener  |  Nathan & Stephanie Lemmerman  |  Michael & Debbie Fein  |  Steve & Monica Isakowitz  |  Barbara Stone  
|  Garry Frank  |  Robert Tepper  |  Charles & Joy Kravetz  |  David & Bonnie Rickles  |  Lawrence & Amy Teitelbaum  |  Jeffrey & Erin Ostrick  |  Marc & 
Shaina Ostroff  |  Richard & Victoria Katz  |  Mark & Irina Dean  |  Arthur Oster  |  Rosalie Horowitz  |  Israel Saperstein & Gina Ruben  |  Linda Reinstein  
|  Erik & Lindsay Barnett  |  Todd & Lisa Rosenbaum  |  Lori Meepos  |  Richard & Sharon Witlen  |  Linda Medvene  |  Ronald & Carolyn Oudiz  |  Joel 
& Susan Klevens  |  Nahum Gat & Linda Papermaster-Gat  |  Andrea Rawitt  |  Barry & Serene Sulpor  |  Ron & Linda Maroko  |  Verne Simon & Linda 
Lerner Simon  |  Barry & Kristin Silver  |  Jeff & Susan Goldman  |  Allan Bledstein & Linda Fried  |  Kenneth & Olga Calof  |  Ari & Nancy Polidi  |  Gary 
& Merri Walles  |  Carol Rosen  |  Nigel Witham & Heather Joseph-Witham  |  Zita Bar  |  Ilan Ben-Hanan  |  Michele & Kaye Heath  |  Steven Meislin 
& Robin Herman  |  Richard & Julie Schweitzer  |  Randy & Lisa Bort  |  Matthew Feldman  |  Brad Eastman & Sarah Echt  |  George & Caryl Rainey  
|  Edward Wolfman & Susan Goodlerner  |  Mark Feves & Catherine Finn-Feves  |  Jacob & Jennifer Rome  |  Adam & Jennifer Reiss  |  Robert & Julia 
Levine  |  Gabriel & Lori Selly  |  Linda Simon  |  Robert & Karen Haas-Goldberg  |  Emil Shallon  |  David Slatkin  |  Myles Spar & Daniel Salles  |  John 
& Linda Sunderson 

Pillars of Hope		 $100 to $499 
Matthew & Mariann Fragner  |  Mark Haskin  |  Brett & Jenny Bennett  |  Stephen Boren & Amanda Luftman  |  Justin & Erin Brownstone  |  Michael & Tracy Mintz  |  Michael 
DeDonato & Carol Berk  |  Michael & Davina Jaboury  |  David & Elizabeth Lavi  |  Tina Fox  |  Susi Silverman  |  Jay & Traci Wesley  |  Vera Abrams  |  Tarin & Deborah Bross  
|  Evelyn Krasnow  |  Jerry & Cynthia Cohen  |  Mitzi Goodis  |  Lowell & Jennifer Anger  |  Dan & Carrie Benveniste  |  Jill Hoffman  |  Noah Rubinstein & Melissa Heckscher  
|  David Waldman & Sharon Jakus-Waldman  |  Jeff Ward & Rabbi Rachel Kobrin  |  Jeffrey & Ellen Poltorak  |  Caren Stiffel  |  Robert & Diana Schildhouse  |  Judy Fishman  
|  Jill Moilanen  |  Jonathan & Nicole Hirshberg  |  Eric & Robin Garfield  |  Steve & Frances Schiff  |  Irvin Godofsky  |  Zach & Debbie Colin  |  Daniel & Nicole Brozost  |  
Rise Sedillo  |  Jeri Metzger  |  Anthony Schaffer & Natalie Brill  |  Frank Belz & Judy Kerner  |  Joel Hasen & Einav Aviram  |  Vincent & Sondra Lee  |  Henry Mandelbaum  |  
Michael Dunitz  |  Ellen Blackman  |  Sara Butler  |  Scott & Rachel Tornek  |  Lee & Susan Lewis  |  Ron Sklash & Natalie Zelta  |  David & Wendy Aleman  |  Adam Wolfson  
|  Rabbi Gila Katz  |  Bruce Greenspon & Debra Lotstein  |  Leon & Donna Cohen  |  Timothy & Debra McGregor  |  Daniel & Pamela Salzman  |  Robert & Roberta Shanman  
|  Richard & Taulene Kagan  |  Gunter & Lisa Rieg  |  Robert & Jennifer Julius  |  Jerome & Marlene Lipin  |  Charles & Heather McDaniel  |  Caryn Dates  |  Steve Schuelein  
|  Joyce Levy  |  Michael & Anita Kline  |  Andy Bronstein & Dawn Belabin-Bronstein  |  Carol Rosenberg  |  Jeff Graham & Ruth Stroud  |  Rick & Heather Grandy  |  Matthew 
& Gavrielle James  |  Aaron & Jenny Coleman  |  Albert Horowitz  |  Leonard & Gloria Nasatir  |  Randall & Erica Lewis  |  Jon & Sandra Kramer  |  Brian Staller & Michelle 
Freifeld  |  Michael & Jana Wiener  |  Michael & Jessica Ernst  |  Michael & Jessie Rycroft  |  Bruce & Debra Webb  |  Jeffrey & Maila Klein  |  Laurence & Max Windsor  |  
Christopher & Bethany Herwegh  |  Alex & Lilli Kim  |  Kyle & Gill Torf  |  Dale & Pamela Kaplan  |  Carolyn Epstein  |  Richard & Xiomara Obrand  |  Jacqueline Leon  |  Clifton 
& Nicole Tibbetts  |  Hans & Valerie Ruschke  |  Marni Harp  |  Jason & Sarah Lefton  |  Michael & Amy Primbsch  |  Benjamin & Laurie Stern  |  Greg & Emmy Yardley  |  Scott 
& Jo Grossman  |  Steven & Marcia Barryte  |  Howard & Joy Brand  |  Robin Roy  |  Wendy Steinberg  |  Dyan Kaufman  |  Joseph & Jill Poliner  |  Jeff & Rachelle Schwartzman
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Donations
July - September 2020

Abrams Scholarship Fund

Yahrzeits
in memory of Larry Cohen
Gail Neiman

in loving memory of Tim Harris
Lani Harris

Alan Reinstein Memorial Fund

in honor of Beau Samuel Davidson
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker

Yahrzeits
in memory of Annette Schlocker
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker

in memory of Marie Weiner
John Weiner & 

Michelle Glaser Weiner

in loving memory of Tim Harris
Lani Harris

Anna Shure Fund

Yahrzeits
in memory of Steve Baransky
David & Sylvia Jonathan

Cantor Beth’s Discretionary Fund

in honor of Logan, Rabbi Kalev, 
Cantor Beth and Tamah for the 
wonderful job they all did allowing 
us to partake in our grandson Logan’s 
Bar Mitzvah via zoom. It was truly a 
wonderful experience during these 
difficult times. It enabled our friends 
and relatives the joy of watching 
Logan become a Bar Mitzvah. We 
can’t thank you enough. From Logan’s 
very proud grandparents, Papa Ron 
and BarbaraG.
Barbara Gilefsky

in honor of our coast to coast family 
having the ability to join us in song 
during the high holidays to appreciate 
the fabulous children’s choir under 
the direction of Cantor Beth.
Jeffrey & Ellen Poltorak

Bornstein Chapel Fund

Yahrzeits
in loving memory of Ethel Platus
Daniel & Judith Platus

in memory of Lillian Goldman
Dr. Herman Eisen

in memory of Joseph Slafer
Loren & Alexis Slafer

in memory of Morris Schlossberg
Rosalie Horowitz

in memory of Moses Rootstein
Ruth Herscovitz

Building Fund

Stephen & Evelyn Block

Yahrzeits
in loving memory of Davida Glaser
John Weiner & 

Michelle Glaser Weiner

Coronavirus 2020

in honor of Beau Samuel Davidson on 
the occasion of the birth of Greg and 
Tamah’s grandson
Andrew & Ronda Kopito

in honor of Joshua Michael Abraham 
on the occasion of the birth of Rabbi 
Mark & Risa’s grandson
Andrew & Ronda Kopito

to feed our workers in the community
Barbara Millman

in support of a food drive for the needy
Maxine Windsor

COVID FINANCIAL HARDSHIP

Albert Horowitz
Andy & Arinna Shelby
Arthur Oster
Barbara Millman

in memory of Arnold J Schwartz
Barbara Schwartz

Barry & Kristin Silver
Benjamin Gitis & Emilia 
Kirschenbaum
in loving memory of Sarah’s sister in 
law Mitzi Echt
Brad Eastman & Sarah Echt

Bruce Friedman & Patricia Stoddard
Bruce Greenspon & Debra Lotstein

in honor of the Kushner Davidson 
family on the occasion of Beau’s birth
Caren Stiffel

Charles & Helena Rosenberg
Charles & Joy Kravetz
David & Bonnie Schwartz
Douglas & Madeline Walker
Ellen Blackman
Emanuel & Karen Hirsch
Eugene & Hilary Grayver
Gail Neiman
Jeri Metzger
Joan Jenkins
Jonathan Bain & Sara Boscoe
Joseph & Nancy Mandelbaum

on the occasion of Logan Gilefsky being 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. 
Also in thanks to Rabbi Kalev, Cantor 
Beth, Morah Cindy and TAMAH(our 
tech guru!) for making Logan’s special 
day even more special than we could 
ever imagine! Very much appreciated 
every minute of it!
Judd & Susan Gilefsky

Kevin & Rebecca Mendelson
Leigh & Renee Sorgen

in honor of BeauTIFUL Beau Samuel 
Davidson!
Les & Deborah Granow

Loren & Alexis Slafer
Marc & Shannon Magid
Mark & Amy Howorth
Mark & Elissa Teitelman
Mark & Michele Oplatka
Michael & Jana Wiener
Mitzi Goodis
Nahum Gat & Linda Papermaster Gat

for the priviledge of taking Yoga class.
Paul & Iris Knell
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Rabbi Gila Katz
Rachelle Katz
Richard & Julie Schweitzer
Richard & Lana Rizika
Richard Weiner & Judith Forman
Ronald & Debra Estroff
Ronald & Joanne Rotstein
Sandy & Ileene Morris
Sheryl Furst
Stuart Paul & Fran Chodosh
Susan Oudiz Johnson
Tricia Greenlee
Verne Simon & Linda Lerner Simon
Vivian Kalev

Credit Card Fee Donation

Richard & Carole Casten
Wendy Farber
Adam & Jennifer Reiss
Allan Bledstein & Linda Fried
Andrea Rawitt
Andrew & Lorena Ellis
Andrew & Ronda Kopito
Barry & Serene Sulpor
Benjamin Gitis & Emilia 
Kirschenbaum
Beth jana Dahl
Brett & Jenny Bennett
Brian & Kimberly Kabot
Bruce Greenspon & Debra Lotstein
Carol Risher
Charles & Elham Raker
Charles & Heather McDaniel
Charles & Helena Rosenberg
Daniel & Pamela Salzman
David & Bonnie Rickles
Douglas & Madeline Walker
Ellen Blackman
Emanuel & Karen Hirsch
Eugene & Hilary Grayver
Gary & Merri Walles
Geoffrey & Michele Miller
George & Caryl Rainey
Gwendolyn Wexler
Henry & Margaret Ann Kirsch
Jason & Hava Manasse
Jason & Lisset Durand
Jeremy & Hildy Stern
Jeri Metzger
Joan Jenkins
John & Stacy Young
Jonathan & Melissa Stein
Jonathan Bain & Sara Boscoe
Jonathon & Shira Markovich
Judd & Susan Gilefsky
Kenneth & Marla Becker
Kevin & Rebecca Mendelson
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

Linda Simon
Lowell & Jennifer Anger
Marc & Shaina Ostroff
Mark & Amy Howorth
Mark Feves & Catherine Finn Feves
Mark Hofstadter & Gina Rossi
Martin & Susanne Shallon
Matthew & Aliana Segal
Matthew & Gavrielle James
Matthew & Mariann Fragner
Matthew Feldman
Melvin Horowitz
Michael & Avigal Horrow
Michael & Janet Lekov
Morris & Tracy Chernick
Paul & Iris Knell
Peter & Yael Devonshire
Ray Soll
Richard & Lana Rizika
Richard Stock
Rick & Heather Grandy
Robert & Cynthia Perelson
Robert & Diana Schildhouse
Robert & Jill Baker
Robin Roy
Rosalie Horowitz
Scott & Rachel Tornek
Stephen & Evelyn Block
Stephen & Karyn Pochter
Steve & Monica Isakowitz
Stuart & Laurie Rice
Tina Fox
Tricia Greenlee
Ty & Jessica Samples
Vitaly & Elizabeth Glozman
Vivian Kalev
Wendy Steinberg

Formann Sirota Music Fund

Yahrzeits
in memory of Mae Blecker
Gary & Merri Walles

in memory of Simon Formann
Verne Simon & Linda Lerner Simon

General Fund

in honor (and excitement) of the birth 
of Tamah and Greg’s grandson
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev

in honor of the Tisha B’Av readings 
by Steve Schrier, Lisa Kohorn, Carol 
Risher, and Jeff Schwartzman
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in celebration of the birth of Tamah 
Kushner’s and Greg Davidson’s 
grandson, BEAU SAMUEL DAVIDSON
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in memory of Wendy Resin’s aunt
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo

in honor of Tamah and Greg’s new 
grandson, Beau Samuel Davidson
Barbara Schwartz

in honor of Beau Samuel Davidson with 
a Mazel Tov to grandparents Tamah 
and Greg
Barry & Serene Sulpor

in memory of Rabbi Gary Spero
Brad Eastman & Sarah Echt

in honor of Yoga at CTJ
David & Bonnie Schwartz

in honor of 1) Tamah’s amazing 
technology leadership for the High Holy 
Days 2) Cantor Beth and her incredible 
music, choirs and Torah cam for the 
High Holy Days and 3) Rabbi Kalev’s 
overall leadership and inclusiveness 
during High Holy Days services
David & Bonnie Schwartz

in honor of new grand parents, Tamah 
and Greg
David & Elizabeth Liebman

in loving memory of Sylvia Deifik
David & Wendy Aleman

David Kalani

in thanks to Rabbi, Cantor Beth and 
Tamah for such a great job on rosh 
Hashana services. “It was amazing”.
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker

in thanks for the Zoom Shabat
Eric Isenberg & Laura Zahner

Frank Belz & Judy Kerner

in memory of Marcia Haskin
Fred & Gail Szkolnik

in honor of Rachael’s Cooking
Greg Davidson & Tamah Kushner

on the occasion of Tamah Kushner and 
Greg Davidson becoming grandparents! 
Mazel Tov
Jaime Goldberg
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in memory of Marcia Haskin
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Angelita de Alban 
Tanedo, mother of Margie Fox
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in memory of Alan Carr
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in honor of Bonnie Schwartz and Lisa 
Weinbaum for leading the Religious 
School Director search!
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in loving memory of Walter Takeuchi
Larry & Lisa Kohorn

in honor of all the pets at Pet Shabbat 
and Nathan Goldberg for putting it 
together
Leigh & Renee Sorgen

in honor of Romi McPherson’s Bat 
Mitzvah
Leigh & Renee Sorgen

in honor of Susan Goldstein’s yoga 
classes
Linda Chalmers

Lisa Dutton

in honor of Susan Goldstein’s Tuesday 
Yoga class
Lisa Gillette

in memory of Howard Shabsis
Mark & Irina Dean

on the occasion of the birth of Beau 
Davidson
Mark & Irina Dean

Mary Lawler

in honor of Tamah and Greg’s new 
grandson Beau Davidson
Matthew & Stella August

in honor of Beau Davidson
Mori & Robyn Biener

in thanks for Yoga
Nancy King

in honor of Yoga at CTJ
Nancy King

in honor of the birth of Greg and 
Tamah’s grandchild
Paul & Iris Knell

in honor of Beau Samuel Davidson/
Tamah & Greg

Peter & Yael Devonshire
welcome to the CTJ community; we are 
so lucky to have you
Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev

for the amazing rugelach and 
hamentashen
Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev

in honor of and Mazel Tov to Tamah 
and Greg’s new grandson, Beau. 
Wishing much health and happiness 
always
Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev

in thanks for making the online 
Shabbat experiences so much fun and 
interesting
Rabbi Joshua & Rabbi Selilah Kalev

Sioma Tarnapolsky & Cecilia 
Carvalho

in honor of Susan Goldstein and Bonnie 
Schwwartz for making yoga possible
Vitaly & Elizabeth Glozman

Warren & Lisa Scheinin MD

on the occasion of the birth of Tamah 
and Greg’s first grand child   Mazel Tov!
Wendy Shabsis

on the occasion of Tamah Kushner and 
Greg Davidson becoming grandparents! 
Mazel Tov!
Wendy Steinberg

in memory of Howard Shabsis, beloved 
husband of Wendy
Wendy Steinberg

in honor of Tamah and Greg’s grandson
Zvia Hempling

Yahrzeits
in memory of Louis and Alicia Seeger
Carol Risher

in memory of Jack Jacobson
Harvey & Angela Jacobson

in memory of Sam Zolotin father of Jill 
Moilanen
Jill Moilanen

in memory of Anny Bondy
John Weiner & 

Michelle Glaser Weiner

in loving memory of Barbara 
Weisenberg
Judd & Susan Gilefsky

in memory of Shirley Weinhart
Marc & Shannon Magid

in memory of Rebecca Weinberg
Roberta Smith

in loving memory of George Lubow
Zvia Hempling

High Holy Day Pledge 2020

Adam & Lisa Weinbaum
Allen Kirschenbaum & Ellen Kubo
Andrew & Ronda Kopito
Andy & Arinna Shelby
Arthur Cohen & Beth Garden
Barry Brann
Benjamin Gitis & Emilia 
Kirschenbaum
Brad Eastman & Sarah Echt
Carol Risher
Carol Rosen
Caryn Dates
David & Elizabeth Lavi
David Kalani
Ellis Levin & Carole Schlocker
Evelyn Krasnow
Fred & Gail Szkolnik
Garry Frank
Harvey & Angela Jacobson
Ilan Ben Hanan
Jacqueline Leon
Jacqueline Leon
James & Donne Segil
Jamie Adair
Jason & Hava Manasse
Jeff & Susan Goldman
Jeffrey & Ellen Poltorak
Jeffrey & Erin Ostrick
Jeffrey & Maila Klein
John Weiner & Michelle Glaser 
Weiner
Jonathan Gidan & Freddi Segal 
Gidan
Jordan Brafman & Daniella Bove 
LaMonica
Larry & Lisa Kohorn
Laurence & Max Windsor
Leo Stytle & Leslie Waxman
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Yahrzeits
in memory of George Friedman
Alex & Tobi Weil

in loving memory of Marshall Neiman
Gail Neiman

Mishloach Manot Sponsor

Purim sponsorship
Jeremy & Hildy Stern

Oneg Shabbat Fund

CTJ Sisterhood
in honor of Steve Schrier
Cantor Discretionary fund
Carol Risher
Garry Frank
Greg Davidson & Tamah Kushner
Jeff & Rachelle Schwartzman
Larry & Lisa Kohorn
Mickey & Sandy Seigel
Oren Benami & Claire Ho

in honor of Steve Schrier
Rabbi Mark Hyman

in honor of Steve Schrier
Vera Abrams

Phase 2 Campaign

Capital Campaign - Phase II
Stuart & Laurie Rice

Rabbi Hyman Discretionary Fund

Jerome & Marlene Lipin

in memory of Noll Walker
John & Stacy Young

Yahrzeits
in memory of Helene Moore, Leonard 
Hirsch, & Gertrude Hirsch
Emanuel & Karen Hirsch

in memory of Elliot Mihlsten
George Mihlsten & 

Nola Geffner  Mihlsten

in memory of Max Geffner
George Mihlsten & 

Nola Geffner  Mihlsten

in memory of Lucille Berger
James Weinstock

in memory of Robert Weinstock
James Weinstock

in memory of Jessie Stern
Jeremy & Hildy Stern

in memory of Leon Pincus
Terry Pincus

Oneg Shabbat fund

candy for Shabbat
CTJ Sisterhood

Rabbi Hyman Discretionary Fund

Yahrzeits
in memory of Joseph Seigel
Barbara Stone

in memory of Samuel Harris
Barry & Sandy Warner

in memory of Joseph May
Dennis & Etta May

in loving memory of Grete Mihlsten
George Mihlsten & 

Nola Geffner  Mihlsten

in memory of Ruth Geffner
George Mihlsten & 

Nola Geffner  Mihlsten

in memory of Marlena Weinstock
James Weinstock

in memory of Martin Berger
James Weinstock

in memory of Philip Lipin
Jerome & Marlene Lipin

Rabbi Kalev Discretionary Fund

in honor of Logan, Rabbi Kalev, Cantor 
Beth and Tamah for the wonderful 
job they all did allowing us to partake 
in our grandson Logan’s Bar Mitzvah 
via zoom. It was truly a wonderful 
experience during these difficult times. 
It enabled our friends and relatives the 
joy of watching Logan become a Bar 
Mitzvah. We can’t thank you enough. 
From Logan’s very proud grandparents, 
Papa Ron and BarbaraG.
Barbara Gilefsky
in honor of Rosh Hashana Aliyah
Caren Stiffel

Loren & Alexis Slafer
Lori Meepos
Mark & Amy Howorth
Michael & Anita Kline
Morris & Tracy Chernick
Pat Shuken & Eleanore Weisbaum
Randall & Erica Lewis
With wishes for health for Delara 
Pouladian
Raymond & Donna Ahdoot
Rebecca Kirsch
Richard & Victoria Katz
Scott & Jo Grossman
Spencer & Kelly Bendell
Steve & Lisa Becker
Steve & Monica Isakowitz
Stuart & Marilyn Goldberg
Terry Pincus
Timothy & Debra McGregor
Tina Fox
Todd & Lisbeth Levin
Vera Abrams
Vivian Kalev
Yahuda Ben hanan
Aaron Cohen & Dina Mayzlin
Barbara Millman
Barbara Schwartz
Barry & Kristin Silver
Caren Stiffel
David & Bonnie Schwartz
Diane Levitt
Donald & Patti Burris
Greg Davidson & Tamah Kushner
Herb & Judy Eisenberg
Jeff & Melissa Koskinen
Jeffrey & Romina Manson
Kevin & Rebecca Mendelson
Lawrence & Amy Teitelbaum
Marc & Shaina Ostroff
Marc & Shannon Magid
Martin & Susanne Shallon
Matthew & Mariann Fragner
Michael & Amy Primbsch
Mickey & Sandy Seigel
Mori & Robyn Biener
Shalem ECC
Sheldon & Joy Rocker
Todd & Terry Gilman
Tricia Greenlee

Michael Rotstein Scholarship Fund

in honor of baby Beau
Douglas & Madeline Walker

in thanks to Mickey Seigel and Doug 
and Madeline Walker for putting up 
the Belz/Kerner Succah
Frank Belz & Judy Kerner



Thank You to Our 
Mitzvah Circle 

Members

For Donating Above and Beyond 
Membership:

Jonathan Bain & Sara Boscoe

Judith Forman & Richard Weiner

Todd Gilman & Terry Gilman

Glenn Goldstein & 
Susan Goldstein

Vivian Kalev  

Paul Knell & Iris Knell

Larry Kohorn & Lisa Kohorn

Michael Rader & Catherine Rader

Stuart Rice & Laurie Rice

Melissa Stein & Jonathan Stein
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in honor of all of the congregants at 
CTJ who have the good fortune to be 
led by the amazing Rabbi Kalev! Thank 
you for being the menschiest.
Jeffrey & Ellen Poltorak

Linda Yarchover

in honor of Tamah Kushner & Greg 
Davidson on becoming First time 
Grandparents
Martin & Susanne Shallon

in honor of Rabbi Kalev, Tamah 
Kushner, and Wendy Shabsis, for their 
kindness and support in the Aliyah 
process.
Rennison & India Abraham

Ronald & Debra Estroff
Steven & Fran Ellen Goore

Yahrzeits
in memory of Renee Claman
Douglas & Jennifer Claman

in loving memory of, Bernard 
Yarchover
Douglas & Jennifer Claman

in memory of Joseph Weiner
John Weiner & 

Michelle Glaser Weiner

in loving memory of Herbert Kahn
Marc & Shannon Magid

in memory of Morris Tepper
Robert Tepper

in memory of Morton Feinholz
Vera Abrams

Ritual/Prayer book fund

in honor of Baby Beau & proud 
Grandparents Tamah & Greg!!!!
Jonathan & Melissa Stein

in honor of and on the occasion of the 
Teitelman Aliyah on Rosh Hashanah 
via zoom
Mark & Elissa Teitelman

in memory of Theodor Rosenheimer
Rabbi Gila Katz

Yahrzeits
in memory of Joan Kris
Vivian Kalev

Simchat Torah sponsor

in memory of Joseph Seigel
Mickey & Sandy Seigel

Yahrzeit Fund

Yahrzeits
in memory of Arthur Schwartz
Barbara Schwartz

in memory of Frances Schwartz
Barbara Schwartz

in loving memory of Gertrude Sulpor
Barry & Serene Sulpor

in memory of Esther Kaplan
Carol Rosen

in memory of Gus Goldman
Dr. Herman Eisen

in memory of Peary Berger
Loren & Alexis Slafer

in memory of Harold Young
Lori Meepos

in loving memory of Stanley Gelfand
Marcia Gelfand

in memory of Myron Pollak
Martin & Susanne Shallon

in memory of Sidney Goodstein
Robert Goodstein

in memory of Getrude Morris
Sandy & Ileene Morris

in loving memory of Joe and Mary 
Sheres
Sidney & Celeste Sheres

Steven & Fran Ellen Goore

Yzkor Book

With thanks for the yahrtzeit board   in 
loving memory of Sid Rosen, Morris 
Rosen, and Allen Teitelman
Mark & Elissa Teitelman



Matching CTJ homeowners  
and buyers for over 25 years.

(310) 991.2994
sb.beachhomes@gmail.com

“The Matchmakers” Matching Sellers and Buyers Worldwide

Serene & Barry Sulpor
Your Real Estate Maven:

Mike Dunitz, CM
(Certified Mensch)

“Putting clients first since 5741”

310-600-5410
NW Real Estate Brokers
www.beach-broker.com

“Lox and fixers wanted”

DRE# 00771510
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L’Hitraot to 
Reverend Pettis 
from MBCC
 
We Will Miss You!CTJ Welcomes Our Director of 

Education Rebecca Tullman
to Los Angeles...

We Can’t Wait to “Meet” You!
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Calendar

Jewish News
Every Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. (except during 
vacation weeks)
Every week Rabbi Kalev hosts a short session to start 
your day, sharing three news clips from the Jewish 
world that will make you think, make you laugh, 
maybe make you cry, and hopefully inspire you as 
you start your day. Grab your morning coffee and we 
promise these 15 minutes will be well spent!

Yoga
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.
YOGA with Zvia Hempling and Susan Goldstein via 
Zoom! Our amazing yoga teachers will help you 
get moving in the morning. Need props? Gather 
some household items like a towel, sofa pillows, 
belt and small empty trash bin or thick books to use 
as props if you don’t have a Yoga strap or blocks. 
Students new to yoga are welcome and encouraged 
to join! Set up your mat or towel and your phone, 
tablet, or laptop. There will be time to chat and 
check in with your fellow yogis after class. This class 
is donation based. Pay what you are able, directly 
to CTJ. For Zoom link and more information contact 
bonschwartz1@gmail.com.

Ongoing

DecemberNovember

Taking Judaism One Level Deeper
Every Thursday evening at 7 p.m.
This popular discussion led by Rabbis Selilah and 
Joshua Kalev. We are currently reading then “A 
Code of Jewish Ethics, Volume 1” by Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin. Feel free to jump into this popular class 
at any point!

Virtual Friday Night Service
Every Friday Night, 6 p.m.
A fun, fast paced zoom service. Themes announced 
in weekly email. 

Shabbat Morning Services
With B’nai Mitzvah 9:30 a.m.
With No B’nai Miitzvah
Service 10 - 10:45 a.m.
Text Study 10:45- 11:30 a.m. 

Havdallah
Every Saturday evening - 6pm for the winter
As Shabbat ends and darkness falls we gather 
together on zoom to mark time with a very short 10 
minute gathering. Celebrate a new week with your 
CTJ friends. 

Tuesday    November 24
Interfaith Thanksgiving

Friday    November 27   6 p.m.
Virtual Friday Night - Old School Shabbes
Rabbi Mark will lead us in Old School Shabbes on 
the new platform of zoom.  New and old together!!

Saturday    November 28  10 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday    November 28  6 p.m. 
Havdallah

Tuesday    December 1   3 - 4 p.m.
Knitzvot
Chat while you take a knitting/crocheting/craft 
break. Any craft welcome.  Show us the project 
you’re making for yourself or for charity.

Tuesday    December 1  6:30 p.m.
Sisterhood Board Meeting 

Friday    December 4  5 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
A virtual Shabbat celebration with Cantor Beth 
and Rabbi Kalev for our youngest CTJ-ers and the 
grownups who love them. Lots of music, and an 
exciting story

Friday    December 4  6 p.m.
Virtual Friday Night - Cool Jobs
CTJers have the coolest vocations. Come here about 
some of them as we sing our way into Shabbat. 

Saturday    December 5  10 - 11:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service and Text Study
10 a.m. Service, 10:45 a.m. Text Study

Saturday    December 5  6 p.m.
Havdallah

Sunday    December 6  10 - 11:15 a.m.
Virtual Tour of Israel with Assaf Boker
For Members Only
Registration Link in Weekly Email 
Mt Hertzl and Yad VaShem
We will visit the Israeli Institute dedicated to the 
memory of the Holocaust and hear an inspiring 
story of Assaf’s grandparents who survived the 
Holocaust and made it to Israel.  We continue on 
to visit Israel’s national cemetery and tour the 
tombs of some of Israel’s most famous leaders 
as well as hear the emotional stories of Israeli 
soldiers who sacrificed their lives in order to 
ensure a Jewish homeland.

Hanukkah: Celebrate Every Night with CTJ 
Thursday, December 10, 6 p.m.
Passing the Light
Friday, December 11, 7 p.m.
Hanukkah Gelt Lane Drive by at CTJ
Saturday, December 12, Shabbaton  6 p.m.  
Ugly Hanukkah Sweater Contest 
Sunday, December 13, 6 p.m.
 Virtual Hanukkah at the Point
Monday, December 14
Chef Rachael - Spice Up Your Latke 
Tuesday, December 15
Hanukkah in Santa Monica 
Wednesday, December 16
How long does your dreidel spin?
Thursday, December 17
Paying it Forward 
Friday, December 18 
Get Lit!



Hanukkah 
Celebrate with CTJ
First Candle 
Thursday, December 10
December 10 - 18

Ugly Hanukkah 
Sweater Contest
Saturday, December 12, 6 p.m.

Celebrate Every Night  of 
Hanukkah with CTJ

Thursday, December 10, 6 p.m. - Passing the Light
Friday, December 11 
 6 p.m. - Candlelighting
 7 p.m. - Hanukkah Gelt Lane Drive by at CTJ
Saturday, December 12 
 Shabbaton 1 - 6 p.m.
 6 p.m. - Ugly Hanukkah sweater contest 
Sunday, December 13, 6 p.m. - Virtual Hanukkah at the Point
Monday, December 14, 6 p.m. - Chef Rachael - Spice Up Your Latke 
Tuesday, December 15, 6 p.m. -Hanukkah in Santa Monica 
Wednesday, December 16, 6 p.m. - How long does your dreidel spin?
Thursday, December 17, 6 p.m. - Paying it Forward 
Friday, December 18, 6 p.m. - Get Lit!
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Monday    December 7  7:30 p.m.
CTJ Book Club
If you missed our first go around with this life 
changing book, you have another chance with 
the CTJ Book Club. We are reading Here All 
Along: Finding Meaning, Spirituality, and a 
Deeper Connection to Life--in Judaism (After 
Finally Choosing to Look There) by Sara Hurwitz. 
Rabbi Kalev has said it’s the book he’d want 
to write about Judaism. For more information 
and to get book club reminder emails contact: 
dorittravel@gmail.com

Friday    December 11  6 p.m.
Virtual Friday Night 

Saturday    December 12  9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service and  
Bat Mitzvah of Rose Cohen

Saturday    December 12  1 - 6 p.m.
Hanukkah Shabbaton

Sunday    December 13  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Blood Drive
https://tinyurl.com/ctjblooddrivedec
The blood supply is low this year so we’re doing our 
part to help out!  Donate and help save a life (and 
get a free t-shirt or Baskin Robbins gift certificate).



CTJ Is  Giving You a Free Trip to Israel 
Join our last virtual tour day - December 6

For Members Only - Registration Link in 
Weekly Email

Shabbaton
Hanukkah and Shabbat Fun
Saturday, December 12, 1 - 6 p.m.

Blood Drives & Food and Essential Drives
Sundays December 13 and January 24 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

December Sign Up https://tinyurl.com/ctjblooddrivedec

Taking Judaism One Level Deeper
With Rabbi Selilah and Rabbi Joshua Kalev
Every Thursday Evening

Project Needs
Help prepare hot meals 
TO GO one Tuesday a 
month and Christmas 
TO GO on Tuesday 
December 22

For Information Contact  
Stacy.young@ctjmb.org

kislev 5781  TIKVA TIMES 23



Celebrate Every Night 
of Hanukkah with CTJ 
December 10- 18, 6 p.m. on Zoom

Shabbaton  Hanukkah &
Shabbat Fun 
Saturday, December 12, 1 - 6 p.m.

Congregation Tikvat Jacob Beth Torah
1829 N. Sepulveda Blvd.
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310)546-3667
ctjmb.org
office@ctjmb.org


